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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


®* IE: 3/29/71 


CHICAGO (100-48914) (HOC) 


mTHMirm LIAISON HOT FAMILIES OF 
8£SVIC£MHH RETAINED IH NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 
IS - MISCELLANEOUS 


Me Chicago letter dated 2/9/71. 

eet out In referenced letter, all pertinent 
information developed In captioned matter by the Chicago 
Office has been furnished the Bureau and Nee York. 

Chicago has received no Information concerning 
ODLIFAM since referenced letter and there has been no 
reported activity by daptioned organization in the Chicago 
area for the past several months. 

Vhile Chicago is considering this case HOC, any 
additional Information received concerning COLIFAM will be 
promptly furnished the Bureau and New York, and any other 
appropriate action will be taken. 
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2 - New York (100-168469) (EM) 
1 - Chicago 
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REGISTRATION ACT — 
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Recommends attached letter be sent Congressman 
Jonathan B. Bingham (D, Mew York) in response to his Inquiry 
concerning alleged improper conduct of FBI Agent during 
interview of Geo rgetjfrtarke, Sr,, in connection with 
investigation of COmFAM. , _m / y _ 


Congressman Binghamsent telegram to Director 3/30/71 
l advising that a Mrs. Georg^>Tlarke , Hampton, Virginia, mother 
" of serviceman missing in Vietnam, testified 3/30/71 before 
House Subcommittee on National Security Policy that she was 
interviewed 10/70 by alleged FBI Agent who warned her and 
husband not to have anything to do with COLIFAM. As result 
o^of this warning, Mrs. Clarke reportedly told Subcommittee 
she refrained from attempting through COLIFAM to obtain 
information concerning her son. Congressman Bingham expressed 
I shock and outrage at report and urged that if it is accurate^ 
Agent responsible should be disciplined and it should be 
made clear to all FBI personnel that such action exceeds 
their authority and infringes freedom of American citizens. , * 

tic 

v | In accordance with Instructions in Departmental 

€ E £ I letter 4/6/70, requesting Interviews with Individuals contacted 
by COLIFAM in order to determine if COLIFAM joi^Xl£a£ed to 
£ O register ^ under foreign Agents Registration Act XFARA) we 
i Djpj! interviewed numerous parents and relatives gif aer vice men ^ 

5 ^3h£»issiiig^ An action or held as prisoners In yietnam.- George If . t>")< 

* 2-N^Clarke , Sr., *6 Gayle Street,, 
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^mpton, Virginia 

nee of his wlfei by Special Agent (SAl 
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i Norfolk Division oaJi)/6/70. itf. 

hat he has had no contjypt whatsoever with COLIFAM 
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Memorandum to Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Re: Committee of Liaison with Families of 

Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 

\ \ been contacted and denies categorically giving 

i| any^pxnxon or characterization of COLIFAM to Clarke or any 
1 1 advice not to have dealings with COLIFAM. 

I By letter 12/11/70, Department advised that admissible 
available evidence was insufficient to support solicitation 
of registration under FARA or criminal prosecution under 
Logan Act. Therefore, we immediately discontinued our 
interviews in this case. 

I I t is noted Congressman Bingham is ultraliberal, 
and his office is replete with peace literature and symbols. 

In 1969, a member of his Btaff was involved in preparing 
satirical material for public consumption after attempt to 
"tour” FBI Annex. Director noted regarding this staff member 
"just another hippie -a leech on Government payroll with 
nothing to do.” 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That attached letter to Congressman Bingham be 
approved and sent. 
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April 2, 1671 


Honorable Paul Findley 
Houm of ReprtMntetlTw 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

, tnc. 

My dear Congressman: 
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Pursuant to your request, this is to advise 
that I sent the following letter to Congressman Jonathan B. 
Bingham on April 1, 1071. 

'Tour telegram of March SO, 1071, concerning 
testimony of Mrs. Georg^flSlarke beforb the House Subcommittee 
on National Security Policy and Scientific Developments, has 
been received. It is true that George W.Vciarke, Sr. 6 G ayle 
Street, Hampton, Virginia, was interviewed, in the presence 
of his wife, by a Special Agent of the FBI &n October 6, 1670. 

I have been assured that the FBI Agent who conducted this 
interview neither characterized to Mr. er Mrs. Clarke the 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained 
in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) nor warned them to avoid . / 
dealings with this organisation. V 

*As a matter of further interest, Mr. Clarke 
was interviewed in connection With ah investigation requested 
by the Department of Justice to determine If the COLIFAM 
had incurred an obligation to register in accordance with the 
provisions of the Foreign Agents Registration Act. 
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1 - Mr. Mohr (detached) 

1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached) 
1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 
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Mr. ferenna n (detached) 

M. A. Jones TaetacESd)" 

I APR 




5 N7t 



^NOTE; See M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo dated 4-1-71, -af^T-Ti, 

— (> _?ommJttee pf Liaison with JFamUies of Servicemen Detained in North 
— Vietnam (COLIFAM) Registration Act. " ~ 
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Honorable Paul Findlay 


Too may ba uwnd that I shall oonHnua to 
tastst that all laraatlgattons • t this Bureau ara hanrtlart 
promptly, thoroughly aad Impartially. " 



I hop* tba forage tag will ba of aaatatanro to 

■ Stnearaly yours, 

7. WgK B oowtf 
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DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 
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On A/1/71 David M. Abshire, Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations, Department of State, contacted 
Assistant to the Director William C. Sullivan and requested 
a copy of letter vhich the Director sent Congressman Jonathan B. 
Bingham (D. , New York) setting forth true facts regarding 
Bingham's Insinuation of improper conduct of FBI Agent who 
interviewed an individual during captioned Investigation. 

Director inquired "How did Abshire learn of this letter? H." 




In making his request of Nr. Sullivan, Abshire did 
not comment as to how he had learned of the Director's letter 
to Congressman Bingham* 


It is noted Mr. Abshire, in connection with his 
position, has frequent contact with members of the Subcommittee 
( on National Security Policy and Scientific Developments, before 
which testimony in question was given. It is quite possible 
Abshire learned of the letter through a member of this 
. Subcommittee. 


ACTION: 


For Director b information. 


100-457899 fcJH 
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— . « . C. Sullivan 


Mr . 1 . L. Bishop 
C. J). Brennan 
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C. D. Brenn^j^ ij 
W. R. Wannallj^ 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Bishop 


im'il March 31, 1971 
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COMMIT TEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
_OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ANTIWAR 
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At 10:35 a.m. this morning (3/31/71) 

Intelligence and Research, Department of State, telephoned and referred to 
press reports yesterday to the effect that a Mrs, George Wr^Clarke of 
Hampton, Virginia, mother of a serviceman missing in action in Vietnam, 
testified on 3/30 A 1 before the House Subcommittee on National Security 
Policy. She allegedly told the Committee that last Fall an FBI Agent warned 
her and her husband not to have anything to do with the Committee of Liaison 
with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam as it had communist 
ties and its information was not reliable, ^ , 


^^BHHsaid that Mr. Frank Sievert of the Undersecretary's 
office. Department of State, and Denutv Assistant Secretary for East Asian 


Affairs, William H. Sullivan, are scheduled to testify before the House 
Subcommittee on National Security Policy on 4/1/71. Both of these men 
contemplate bein^uesttoned regarding the matter put into testimony by 
Mrs. Clarke. H^l^^said he had been asked by the two State Department 

1 officials to propound following questions to the Bureau: (1) Is it FBI policy 
to advise people against being in touch with captioned Committee; and (2) 

What started us on this trail? 

It was pointed out JHBthat we did not expect State Depart- 

I merit officials to answer (piestion^egaraing FBI policy when such officials 
testify before Congressional bodies and that should such State Department 
Officials be asked concerning such matters It was up to the Departmen t of State 
to decide what responses should be made. Accordingly 


advised, w^te^i^eply to make with respect to the questions which he 
raised. he felt tills was an entirely proper stand on the part 

of the Bu™apdna ^pressed the opinion that he thought the questions raised 
by FjarfO i^e^api William H. Sullivan of State Department were improper 
onesto n££er to tire^Sureau and be had contacted us with respect to them 
simply m We performance of his functions as liaison officer handling contacts 
with FBI. jHe said he would relay our reply to Sievert and Sullivan. 
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CONTINUED - OVER 


Memorandum for Mr. Brennan 

Re: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 


Your attention has previously been called to a Western Union 
telegram received from Congressman Jonathan^ Bingham (D), New York, 
-ate yesterday (3/30/71) with regard to inis same matter and the feet that an 
appropriate reply is being prepared to his telegram. Bureau fegfifitigat ion 
wncerning captioned .Committee, was conducted pn instructions of Justice 
Department and encompassed interviews of relatives of Vietnam prisoners of 
war. Investigation was discontinued on Departmental instructions in December 
1970. Our Norfolk Office has advised us that the statements allegedly made 
by Mrs. George W. Clarke, about an FBI Agent warning her and her husband 
noLtOavejmjthing to_4o with captioned Committee. before BingHam^s 
£ommjHgg, were false . 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. - 
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1 - Mr. W.C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T.E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 

April 8, 1871 

bt coombs 



b^c- 


■r. David H. Abeklre 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Me 1st ions 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Abshlre: 

, Mr. Wllllnn C. Sullivan has advised no 

°* ywsr request for a copy of s letter ebicb I 
sent Congressman Jonathan B. Bingham in answer to 
©•^JJiM iosu tries made by him regarding investigation 
of the Const t tee of Liaison with Families of 
Servicemen Detained la Worth Tietnem conducted by 
this Bureau. ’ 

* °°P7 oi this letter which, 

X trust, will be of Interest and assistance to yon. 
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Sincerely yours, 

/*> ' f£L W„' A 
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12™- .,,,/S?® — random to Mr. C.D/^rennan, 

aafed 4/1/71, prepared by^HHV captioned ^Committee of 
Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained in North 
^V Tttn** ( CU L1FAB) , ItegU T ratloVAct . « 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON. D.C. t#SSS 


April 1, 1971 
REGISTERED 


Honorable Jonathan B. Bingham 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

Your telegram of March 30, 1971, concerning 
testimony of Mrs George C3a rke before the House 
Subcommittee on National Security Policy and Scientific 
Developments, has been received, it is true that 
Ceorge W* Clarke, Sr. , -6 Gayle Street, Hampton,* 

Virginia, was interviewed, in the presence of his 
wife, by a Special Agent of the FBI on October 6. 1970. 

I have been assured that the FBI Agent who conducted 
this interview neither characterized to Mr. or Mrs, Clarke 
the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) nor warned them to 
avoid dealings with this organization. 

As a matter ^further interest, Mr. Clarke 
was interviewed in connection with 'an investigation 
requested by the Department of Justice po determine if 
the COLIFAM had incurred, an obligation io register in 
accordance with the provisions of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. 



You may be assured that I shall continue to 
Insist that all investigations of this Bureau are 
handled promptly, thoroughly and impartially. 


kLtlKFOKMttlOU COWIW® 
»rR r T*i IS ’^CLASSIFIED 
DAiEibfta— by «w >3 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/J. Edgar HooVer 




{NFWRMATION CONTAINED 
TS 

SJ KER& supmi 


fio'VZn 8 9 -? -Zbo- 











FD-36 (R*v. i-22-64 ) 


4/5/71 


Transmit the following in . 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


TO: 


7WRECT0R, FBI (100-457899) 


FROM: AC, NORFOLK (100-6833) (p) 

Committee of liaison wtth pamt? rrc ** 


^COM MITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAM TI/rrc OF 

teKyim icw PESiNEn tm w nmr’BTT.r ii. . 

( COLIFAM) T " rnr 

IS - MISCELLANFfttic 


R« Norfolk teletype 3/30/71. 


ALL IBF0R4UTI0H CONTAINED 
HEKEIK IS UNCLASSIFIED - 
DAT Zfkh% B 


w rr’Auvr S £ e W ? S p * ent at the hearing when Mrs. GEORGE 
W. CLARKE, Hampton, Va. , testified that she was contacted 
Jf e P resentat 3‘ ve of the, FBI in Hamptorty~%ho , she stated 
told her not to have anything to do with COLIFAM . ’ 



stated that aha desired to furnish 
the above informal ioft bifcause she was certain that Mrs. CLARI 
remarks were without foundation and because of her esteem fo: 
the FBI. She expressed her further willingness to cooperate 
with the FBI . 
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AIL T INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HF.BE1H 1? UNCLASSIFi: 
DAJljdhS BXjSo, 

si Bihxri : ^ COMMITTEE O F LIAISON WITH 0N3HS,57*> 

FAMILIES OFJSERVJCEMEN 

DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) J SdjWTIOfi 

REGISTRATION ACT WK3*** 3 


In response to his inquiry, the Directoj 




ongressman 


Jonathan B. Bingham (D-Ny?V) on 4-1-71, furnishing him the facts regarding 
our interview of George WXClarke 


**“v» >*vit w* vbw gb ftc i Sr . ) on 10-6-70, in connection with 

captioned case. 'Mrs.Clarke, tes tiding before the House Subcommittee on 
National Security Policy and Scientific Developments, alleged the Agent warned ^ 
them against having anything to do with the organization. 


Robert Wichser, Administrative Assistant to Congressman Paul 
Findley (R-m.), called 3-31-71 and said the Congressman was also present at 
the hearing. Wichser said that Congressman Findley wanted to make sure 
that the Subcommittee was presented the facts in this matter and not some 
warped version that might be reported by Bingham. He said that the Congressma 
was confident the FBI had done nothing wrong and wanted to make sure that the 
Record was accurate if Bingham made any further issue of this matter. We have 
had very friendly relations with Congressman Findley over the years. 


Herington furnished Wichser orally the information set forth in 
the letter addressed to Congressman Bingham which basically is the Agent's 
categorical denial that he had characterized the organization or warned the 
Clarkes against dealing with the organization. It was also tactfully pointed 
out that the allegation on its face does pot seem logical since we were conducting, 
on Departmental instructions, an investigation to determine whether there vas 
violation of the Foreign Agents Registration Act. The Agent would have been 
seeking the Clarkes' assistance since they had not yet been contacted and would 
mt have, under any logical reasoning, warned them against dealings with the 
tfgg | Ujjg no Mj> » 

^ Wichsel* -said made sense to him Hand he would brief the 

Congressman. He also asked if the Director would send the Congressman a 
letter setting forth the same information he had given Congressman Bingham. 


Enclosur e 7 / 

1 - Mr. Mota\^ftct 5 Sqra^ 1 - Mr ‘‘fifrmnp rnrlomirr T- M. A. Jones - 



1 - Mr . Brennan - enclosure — ^^enclos 

^ RECOMMENDATIOl^OvfeR j 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo 
RE: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That attached letter to Congressman Findley be forwarded. 
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■jfcom faysFBJTriecT 


o Cut Tie to PW Son 


WMAwgUm. >Urch 80 (AP)-TW Bother of b, 
Amcncan-frittfitr pf war in Vietnam said today that ai 
jBIijent warned her to have nothmr to do with th< 

S!!^lt g ? aP n7 fiueh nUy * n<tfl betw een the 
and their families. . j * — — - 

rwport bcmbt a. demand ~ 
mm a boom F«ni|ii Attain 
member t or the re- 


***«■* «f FBI director J. Ed 
Car Hoover. W.f 


Georj* 


^ ■ » 

Mother, Mr*. ! 

^ i toid the wB: 

- . — -- that tha agent came ' 
* h«r Hampton, Va., home last 
and warned Wf against the 
ComnuttM of liaison With Fam- 
®e* of Servicemen Detained in 1 
Vietnam, saying it had Com- ! 
mmaim ties and its iitfcmation 
«fas doty reliable. T ' 


Thi/ committee, 
CordfWeiu and Da 


h> %ew York , has 1 

aoorea ol FVv mail. It alao pro- 
fagt tha aatar list of prisoners 


. fcMed by 
»vidf»ellinger 
hoft the only 


Iff Mirth Vietnam. 

had no letters and 


. ' „ _ 

"»■* *£■** ft** 1 •*>*■ *on in *1- ; 

Mr*. Cl art: 



** ha' ink hid I «man said the 
atency plans no comment. 

MY-) laid he was shocked and ; 
^^af*d at Mrs. (Sark's report i 
c *Q*d it “another indication 
i__i i_. jr«X is under improper 


‘Horn has long WWlired Ms 
aarfateH and shooM have keen , 
1 bag ago," Eiarham aatd. > 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


3-30- 71 
; currently 

k«.i j . «> A ki n .i« n n r* k .. u.. . _ _ 
wnjjj ucxu iti waBiuiiKtuu, u« v f ujr nuuee 

Internal Security Subcommittee regarding 
organization known as the Committee of 
Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam. Co-chairmen 
of the organization were David Dellinger, 
prominent New Left activist, and Cora Weiss 
leader of Women Strike for Peace. We 
conducted Investigation of the organlzaticn 
on instructions of Justice Department. 
Investigation encompassed Interviews of 
large number of relatives of Vietnam prison 
of war. interviews were designed to 
determine the extent of efforts being made 
by the organization to propagandize the 
prisoners of war and their families for 
the benefit of North Vietnam. We dis- 
continued investigation of the organization 
on Departmental instructions in December, 
1970. 


■OkmAtiOk cONtainec 
JS UNCLASSIFIED 

by 

^S^Attached 



nformative note 

elates to hearing 


Interview of Mr. .George W. Clarke , 
mas. conducted on 10-6-70. Mrs. Clarke | 
was present during the Interview. Specis* 
Agent, who conducted interview catagoricall 
denies Mr. and Mrs. Clarke were "not to hi* 
anything to do with the Committee of Liaise 
as alleged. An appropriate reply is bein^ 
prepared for congressman Bingham. | 
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COMMUNICATIONS SECTlOf J. 
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Mr. ?T:|r 7 
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Mr. C^/.ihan 

Mr. Cas^r 

Mr. On 
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W BUA074 COVT PD BU WASHINGTON DC 30 contained 

H3N J CD GAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR dati 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASH DC^^*‘'*‘* S '* 70 
MRS CEORCfr^LARKE OF HAMPTON, "viRCINlV, MOTHER OF SERVICEMAN 
MISSING IN ACTION IN VIETNAM^ TESTIFIED TODAY BEFORE HOUSE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY THAT SHE WAS VISITED 
AT HOME IN OCTOBER 1570 BY A MAN WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS 
FBI AGENT AND DISPLAYED CREDENTIALS AND WHO WARNED HER AND 
HER HUSBAND NOT TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE COMMITTEE OF • 
LIAISON* AS A RESULT OF THIS WARNING MRS CLARIS TOLU THE . £ * 

OUGH 

Y 

SON IS ALIVE AND A PRISONER. I AM SHOCKED AND OUTRAGED BY 
THIS REPORT. IF IT PROVES ACCURATE, THE AGENT INVOLVED 

SHOULD BE DISCIPLINED AND YOU AS DIRECTOR SHOULD MAKE CLEAR 

StfifeMBiat— — , 

|mr ir, t;;£ director j 


T '■!*■. 

M 

Gandy 




SUBCOMMITTEE SHE HAD REFRAINjg)^F|OM ATTEMPTING J 
COMMITTEE OF LIAISON TO OBTAIN INFORMATION AS TO 




% 



t TO ALL FBI PERSONNEL THAT ANY SUCH ACTION EXCEEDS THEIR AUTHORITY 
'AND IS AN IMPROPER AND UNWARRANTED INFRINGEMENT ON THE FREEDOM 
'<*• ACTION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. I TRUST I MAY HAVE AN EARLY 
, RESPONSE TO^JHIS WIRE 

JONATHAN ]6 BINGHAM MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
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Sullivan 
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Honorable Jonathan B. Bingham 
Ho us • of Reprsseatatlves 
tnshlngton, B. C. *0515 


My daar Congressman: 







Tour iei«KTBn of maren 50, lv#l, come* rain* 
testimony of Mrs* George Clarke before the Bouse 
Subcommittees on National Security Policy and Scientific 
Developments, has been received. It la true ^hat 
b/C George TV Clarke, Sr., 6 Gay lp Street, Hampton/ 
irg inf%K^fa» interviewed, la the preaesce of bis 
wife, by a Special Agent of the FBI on October 6, 1970. 

, I havp, been assured that the FBI Agent who conducted 
; thigJ4nterview neither characterized' to Hr. or Mrs. Clarke 
the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAK) nor warned them to 
(avoid dealings with this organisation. 



As a matter of further interest, Mr. Clarke 
was Interviewed in connection with an investigation v 
requested by the Department of Justice to determine if V 
the COLIFAM had Incurred an obligation to register in 
accordance with the provisions of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. 


You may be assured that 1 shall contlnSh 
Insist that all investigations of this Bureauhar^ 
handled promptly, thoroughly and impartially. T 


to 


AIX-WOAMATIOH CONTAINED 

fi&entt IS UNCLASSIFIED 

fast *««•» 



Sincerely yours, 

tr?o 


ICKCOC&AQnn 

mxus sus^ ^ 
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CIE : . S^gmorandus to Mr. C. D. Brennan, 

Z=P ' C rr 5 ?“ r * d d * ted 3/31/71, capt loned Committee of 

rtSTTJTH of Servicemen Detained In Worth Vietnam 
/TCOLIFAH) , Registration Act." 
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April 1 1971 


Fedsral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington DC 

Gentlemen: 

Kru. George W. Clark of Hampton, Virginia recently testified 
to a House For^gn Affair, subcommittee. that an agent of 
the m recently visited her and warned her against lending 
letters and parcels to her .on, a FOV in Forth Vletnam.via 

the — ■ U -- a / aM g S - « ^ ^ I 1fta ^>f_Servlcemen B .f 

I In Forth Vietnam ■ " 

I would like to know why the agent said that and also why 

your reply. to House Foriegn Affairs iniulries consists of ' 
a "no oomraen-t", 

l**'*-^ £ fj» 

m mronunoB cn&triirs 

AU3^5,570 
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' P '?‘ Please Bend *°me information on the files' & l* ,> 
stolen from one of your offices recently and / , 

i printed in the Washington Post. >. ^ / 
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LL INFORMATIOK COKTAIRID 

- HEKEIR IS URCUSSimS^B^^^ , 

Oats TLl»3 bi b~?0 

0 ) 3^570 

I have received your letter of April 1st. With respoct 
to your inquiry, "Mr. Clarke 'was interviewed, iq the presence ox his 
wife, by a Special Agent of the FBI on October 6, lS70.".’ r This liter- 
view was in connection with an investigation requested by the Beoart: 
of Justice to determine If the Committee of Liaison witfc Families of 
Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam had incurred an obligation to 
register in accordance with the provisions of the Foreign Agents 
-Registration Act. I have been assured that the FBI Agent who con- 
ducted this interview neither characterized this organization to 
Mr. or Mrs. Clarke nor warned them to avoid dealings with it. 



I am unable to comply with your request as data in the 
files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. 

j mailed 24 j Sincerely yours, 

! | ^ Edgar Hoover 


ve answer in accordance 

with previous similar type inquiry handled by Domestic Intelli 
Division on 4/1/71. 












Im Reply. Plmse Re/m to 

»IW 100-6833 


•; > ) 

U MTE^» STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'i jCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Norfolk, Virginia 

April 12, 1971 




COMMITTEE OF II A ISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vii 


165 W#*t 42nd S4r*at, N*w Yerlc. N.Y. 10036 


Cabin Ad dr***: 
COUAFAM 


February 17 « 1971 * 




Enclosed you will find the photo album, large pictures, and 
letters which you sent to us to be forwarded to your husband 
The package as you sent it was simply too large to be carne 
We are sorry to disappoint you with this news. 


We were able however, to send your form letter with a delega 
traveling to Hanoi last Monday. We hone this will be delive 
to your husband. Again, we are not happy to have to send tb 
package back to you, but knew you would understand that it c 
not be sent. 


Very truly yours, 


Jo 'ah Libb*/staff 


AJLL I K F JKM AT I UP r '* * 7 -■ i ■ 

PE\N IS UNCLASSIFIED 

C*J3VS,: 


” loK~ 

E&iMix-h. 



i 

) ) 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 

with Families of Servicemen Detained in North Viet 

166 42nd $*•• t. N#w Yori N.Y. 10034 

CabU Addr.u: (2l2J 2 

COUAFAM March 19* 1971 


Dear Friends s 

We are delighted to send you the enclosed nail. It 
Just arrived in a package of 193 letters with a delegation 
of women recently returned from Hanoi* 

This nay cross in the mall with another we 

Just sent before we knew if letters would be oomlng from 
Vietnam* 

Ve will make every effort to get nail into North 
Vietnam despite the postponement of travel there* 

Best wishes* 


AIL r CONTAIN* 

kaPf/'n if class iristm 

lATEffefe BYJSm| 

^ ctizKpir 






i 

i 




Cora Velas 
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t . V . .... 

COMMITTEE 0; tiA'ION ' * ’ X v 1 

with Families 0/ Servkemea Detained in North Viet 

US w*st 42nd N*w York. N.Y. 10036 

C*W* Ad<tr*tt; ✓ (212} 24 

COUAFAM . 


Go-Cboirmon: 

Daw DoKngor 
Cora Waits 

Treaturar: 

Mrs. Aim* l o w itt 

CommHtoa 

Richard J. Bornott 
Roiutio Davis 
Madalina DucUas 
Prof. Richard Fail 
Rav. Richard Fernandas 
Norman Fruchfar 
Maggia Gaddas 
Slava HaBiwatl 
Prof. Donald KaCsh 
•Joan Libby 
Slewart Maacham 
Prof. Baa SaHxman 
frof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethal Taylor 
•Barbara Wabslar 
Trudt Young 

Maff 


February 24, 1971 


ALL IRF*JS»IAT10II CONTAINED 
Hr.F.EiN ISlWCLASSIFIlT 


by9JM 
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When Madame Binb issued her 8 point proposal on 
September 17, 1970, the first point included the 
statement that "negotiations would begin at once 
on the release of all prisoners. . .when the date for 
total withdrawal of allied troops is set. 1 * 


My information also comes from an interview I had 
with Premier Phaa Van Dong in Hanoi, and with the 
editor of the leading official government newspaper, 
Mr. Hoang Tung. 


But, this all seems irrelevant now with the massive 
escalation of bombing and rumors of ground troops 
crossing the DMZ into North Vietnam. South Vietnam* s 
President Thieu'made the statement recently concern- 
ing the possibility of South Vietnamese troops having 
to go beyond the DMZ — that is hardly an indication 
of "winding down" or getting out. 


I fear that the current policy is not helping to create 
an atmosphere for any kind of negotiated settlement; 
certainly any interest on the part of the North Viet- 
namese to discuss prisoners .is . hardly being encourage* 
by these latest escalations. 



I noted with interest your support of the idea of 
•proportional repatriations". While that idea is 
certainly closer to reality than any plan of the 
administration it still misses the point — the DRV 
and the PRO have both been firm in their insistence 
that nothing short of Washington's guarantee that it 
will totally withdraw will do to secure the release o; 
the men. Thus, if we say that by December 31, 1971 
£11 u.s. troops will be out and bases dismantled, 




t 

then they wii igj at once to provide ' )u: -y for withdrawing 

forces, xj ease ii re, and negotiate for the ^ale«xse of men held by 
both NLF and DRY". ( See 8 pt. proposal) 

Cong. Leggett bases his proposal first, o$ the requirement 
that Hanoi publicize the number of POV's held by the Pathet Lao 
and the FRG. Neither of these geurilla forces are a party to the 
Convention, neither is under any obligation to provide any infor- 
mation and neither are under the military or political authority 
of Hanoi. As independent political forces they issue their own 
information based upon their own decisions. 

Further, Leggett does not allow for the publication of names 
or the release of prisoners we have taken and handed over to the 
ARVN, or Lon Nol or Lao forces. These prisoners, contrary to Conv 
vention, are given various status on an arbitrary basis, some 
POW, some criminal, some political. Alexandre Caaella in Our Own 
Vorst Enemy , (Norton and Co. 1968) explains this in detail. 


The real stumbling block is the fact that there is no 
guarantee that after a percentage of prisoners is released as 
a percentage of troops are withdrawn, that the US wouldn’t decide 
to abandon the remaining prisoners for the sake of keeping a force 
behind ( Laird speaks of 50,000 ' a la Korea) to support the Thieu 
Ky regime. Nor is there any guarantee that continued air attacks 
from bases in Thailand wouldn't cease. 

I»eggett seems to be saying that the ground troops and pilots 
have equal value. T v e issue to be faced is whether or not the US 
is interested in total withdrawal, if so, when. As soon as that 
i 8 announced "negotiations can begin at once for the release of 
men held both by the NLF and the DRV." 

I have enclosed a proposal which might interest you. It 
is only at the talk stage, since the gist Of it has been embodied 
in the McGovern Hatfield Vietnam Disengagement Act S 376. 



I did wish to explain further about our office having 
returned some mail and photos to you. Ve do not wish to jeopardise 
the mail priveledges of one air form letter per month. One or two 
photos are permitted in each of these letters. Although the men 
were able to write longer letters and cards at Christmas there is 
no indication of any change in regulations from this end. Ve will 
be more than happy to forward mail for you each month with photo 
enclosures. Ve do hope you will understand. The escalated war has 
curtailed travel a bit, and the next trip will leave by March 10 
if the North isn't invaded as Mr. Thieu has indicated he might. 

This whole issue is important and complicated, and I do 
hope you will feel free to continue the discussion. I am afraid 
I am less optimistic today than ever, and rather angry. . .we've 
finally established who's there and have heard from them and seen 
how they are, only to leave them longer as the war rages on and on 
T^ank you for your kind letters, hope to hear from you. 

Very truly yourB , 

e— , s .. 

T 


UUi O , 






ON GUARD FOR 1J9 YEARS 
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POW’s Parents Ask Peace 


BY WILLIAM SCHMIDT ^ 

rmtatHtMwnw 

The parents at a Marine pilot held 
prisoner of war In North Vietnam 
charged Wednesday that President 
Nixon is win * them and the families 
of o'her POWs to bate gain aopporkfor 
theuar.A 

”lhe only way to bring my sow and 
ocher sons home safely is to end the 
war,” declared Mrs. Virginia RJWar* 
wt of Ypsilantin fhtak ft is tfne to 
speak out, for the sake of my son and 
American boys everywhere who art 

fighting this useless war.** 

Mrs J Warner and her by it* and, 
Jamesf a truck driver for an air 
freight cartage company, both said 
their declaration cooes only after 
public opinion. ^ 

**I love my country and rc^T 
fi»t% hut it is time to say something,” 
fche said. ”We don’t want any more 
bombing and we don't want any inert 
raids like the am on the prisoa camp 

in Son Tay. If the America* tavern* 
merit agreed to end the war, I know 
Out my son would coma back la m 

safely.” 


Th* Warners' ton, Jatmw ft War* 
® rr - wasjs fir* lieutenant ami Marine 
corps pika when 
i i hw Jet was shot 
down over North 
• Vietnam in Octo- 
ber, W67. 

Ho ha* since 
been promoted to 
: She rank at captain 
and is officially 
J Bated as a POW by 
the Pentagon 
> The- Warners, 

- ------ both SS. aaid they 

w'c reformed of their son's info m . 
Oct. It, iict, and they have* recently 
waived letter* fiwm him in which he 
indicates he is weB. 



Copt Warner 


that persons write 10 Hanot and urge 

that prisoners be freed. 

Since then, she said, her views have 
changed. "When I see how we have 
/ been used to help gain support for the * 
war, I wish I bad never put up that 
billboard or urged anyone io write to 
Hanoi. 

*T would like to put up a new bill* 
b aid now— one which reads: *Prc$i- 
e at Nixon, end the war so the prison* 

/ *rs can come home.* '* 

Her husband is even more adamant 
i*k his views- A Teamster and truck 
driver for the past J j years, Werner 
claims that his son and other prisoners 
are actually "the pristine of Ky 
Ivice-presWent of South Vietnam) and 
Nixon.” 

"The Pentagon ha> especially used 
the families of the prisoners of war,' 
Warner said. 

The Warners arc bitter about 
claims firm the Nixon administration 


MAIS^OWTION CONTAINED 
fTE.RF.UI 13 UNCLASSIFIED*- 


. t>?o 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 
with Families of Servicemen 

Detained in North Vietnam 


?Mt th«*. Y.-i ; t v. H : I, 
l.->ng as th- r rr t„ 

CfS In North Vietnam 

Mrs. Warn''' w5... > mm 
co-ordin-thir for »h* Nei 
League of f anti!:*-* t»f 

0*>crs Of V/ar, 

tmeernip h'H- 

view* felt 

"I wax going to write < 
ter to thy mrwj-papcr «>i 
President. bet 1 w.u si 
hesfUint,” *!«• said. "I I 
this is a free country **■>' 
sltouid he able to say whs 
want. but l could tv *.v 

•tire how people would rej 

**NU\V r,M M-dpr b«c* 
know th o to. «»?»•* r«- v*v 
Ukv t th* th.il tl* f 
t J Cftth. pHSO^TS Im'-K 
eud th<* v ar, l c.mT ’.*o i 
any more.” 

Her son. who will K 3” 
month. w,«s a gra«hiai“ ol 
lanti High School an<! .ittc 
Eastern Michigan 1,‘nivt 
tor five scars before h 
listed in ih» Navy in IW 
•J* Mrs. Warner, who is a i 
.'at secreur . and her 
band decided i*r4 SvikIj 
mske known re-v view 
the var afl?r i. Aching * 
vision program v.li« }■ k-:< 
•nme of th-* Mi*»rv»n,«l I; 
i»WS in r.K Uoil th.-, wet kt 
alleged American ***■ a 
tics in Vietnam. 

The Warners plan to t 
at the hearings. 


Ust year, Mr*. Warner purchased a ... ... . . 

bUiboaid in oearty Ann Arbor topload - • ^ Wnt 42nd Street, Naw York, N.Y. 10036 
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Prisoners of War in Vietna 


UH 


Y 7 ) 


Honr k*j are there poor met to bo 
left th*re to suffer whBe this country 
toes ynerrUy m Mi my with an ex- 
tremely small number « f dtbea* really 
concerned about them? 

It Is hiffb time feat tbia miserable 
war be ended and many problem* at 
home jYceiro attention. 

Tbo UJSjt. made a grave mistake 
m beaming Involved Ja Southeast 
Asia. Our POWa are rofttrinf as are 
»*oy thousands at # families because of 
someone's poor fedgmett 

I’d really like to tea a father and 
mother today who will eh down and tell 
their non that theft b anything right 
about this war and that It to their pa* 
trioUc duly to go 10,000 miles to kill 
the enemy. What enemy? 

Niton Mid he would nod the wer 
and many, including myself, believed 
he would, but we are put as deep to- 
day as we were whet bo took office- 
and no end in sight 


Bala-Cyawyd. 


CYWLF, 


Reynolds ' . 


Father Of A POW 


Philadelphia Inquirer 


July 7, 1970 


a:,:. 1 n r ** a t i cv * 

l?£K£>N IS UNCMSSIKI: 


Mother 
Of POW 
RapsWar 

DUHED1N Mrs. 

Markham UWrtler Watched 
her non 1 *jJ bankotUIl IB n 
Norib Victimftwee ittooo tamp 
Wednesday, than criticised the 
Nixon administration for 
"oroctfytasr prtwoeti and 
their 'families by “coetimting 

tbit fobiUh war. M 

tt. M. U Cortley ar„ M, 
lot been n prisoner tome W* 
•id fighter was shot down over 
‘worth Vietnam In tftt. 

Mrs* Gorttoy batched ber 
•on Wednesday on a CBS 
television new* program- It 
! was the third tone to* ’tori 
wen tom m America® 
television tone* ^0 woo tM 


How to Free P.O.W.'s 
To the Editor 

1 have sympathy for— but a yrrwirp 
impatience with— the fsmlUcs of mm 
who are in prisoner-of-war camps in 
Nwlh Vietnam or other parts of Indo- 
china. They go to Paris and try to 
communicate with Hanoi. But Wash- 
ington has the key to their sons' 
and husbands' cells, end the Nixon 
policy— by perpetuating our presence 
indefinitely through puppU /egimes 
In Saigon and elsewhere — that 
these men are. sentenced for life. Fur- 
thermore, renewed bombing and air 
Support In Cambodia mean Inevitably 
that the number of men serving a life 
sentence In Hanoi and elsewhere will 
rapidly increase. 

If the families of prison rrs of war 
are really sincere in desiring their 
loved ones back, they should be de- 
manding of Congress that it set an 
end to our intervention in Vietnam 
and stop the escalation of the present 
air war. They will then find that they 
have many friends who will support 
such demands and that it will bo pos- 
sible to force the United States Gov- 
ernment to take the steps which will 
result In the release of all p.ojy.V 
Albert (yKunY 
Minister, First Unitariar/ Church 
Flushing. N. Y., ’ 22, 157 i 

THE NEW YORK TIp.ES 


\6)<- 

eoiw*- 


*WiOT fc>e present ad 
ministration, J sec no hope for 
the prisoners’ release or 
verting oar troops out of 
Vietnam. I’m for ending this 
foolish war and stop com- 
pounding the first mistake we 
mad* to getting to there,” 
Mn. Gulley said. “The 
government is crucifying my 
boy And those other boys 
■ swing there year after year, 
anfi it’s crucifying their 


* ’ "TWiiltn was a \iU5e wore 
detailed than some of the 
others,*’ she said.' Ttt showed 
‘more of the camp. Be looked 
thin.*' 

Mrs. Garfiey said she was 
on heir own "crusade” to pot 
the government, to change tie 
Wriortoito. ^ 


’Tm tlJvd of toe priorities 
the government arts. I know 
the prisoners home last, no 
matter what the government 
lays year after year,” the 
.mother said. 

Tm tired mr alter year 
and Christmas after Christmas 
getting vfiurry of pew*T 


Clearwater Sun 


January, 1971 
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By Seymour Jtf. Berth 
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ALL INFORM* 7 1 OF CONTAINED 
!15T£fA' is ’JKCLAJSIFIE'^^^^^ ■ _ 
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WASHINGTON— The White House relief. on 
basic military intelligence that was at least six 
months old in approving the unsuccessful com- 
mando raid last November on the Son Tay pris- 
oner of war camp inside North Vietnam. 

Interviews over the past two months re- 
vealed that the Pentagon's first information 
about the Son Tay camp-~23 miles west of Hanoi 
—was supplied by a former North Vietnamese 
prison guard who was either captured or defected 
during the U. S.-South Vietnamese invasion of 
Cambodia in May. 1970. 

The guard, whose capture was considered 
highly classified information, provided military 
intelligence teams with invaluable information 
about the location, operation and construction of 
the Son Tay prison. The detailed data even in- 
cluded what kind of locks were on the coll doors 
and where they were located. 

By July, the interrogation of the guard had 
been completed and the Air Force was ordered to 
initiate a aeries of flights over the prison. Amaz- 
ingly, at no time before the actual invasion of the 
prison— Nov. 20. six months after the guard’s 
capture— was the military able to establish any 
further proof that Americans were, in fact, being 
detained inside. In essence, the high-risk operation 
was staged— with approval from President Nixon 
—although the only facts were those supplied by 
the former prison crap guard. 

Vet there was no available evidence indicating 
that the military planners "knew” that the Sop 
Tay crap did not contain prisoners, as &n.‘ Pul- 
bright (D-Ark.). chairman erf the Senate Foreign 
Relations committee, has publicly charged. 

What docs emerge from an Intensive investi- 
gation into the Son Tay raid is a serious indict- 
ment of the practices and operation of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, which was In charge of in- 
telligence for the mission. The DI photo analysts 
somehow interpreted what turned out to be a vege- 
table garden growing inside the Son Tay compound 


44 evidence mat many Amoiican prisoners w*ro ii 

Here is the story behind the planning behind 
Tay operation: 

The capture- or defection— of the Nnrtn Vi 
guard in May, 1970, was a major achievement; i 
were never sent by Hanoi into South Vietnam bcrai 
high risk of capture. At least three POW camp*: y 
were known to exist inside the city limits of Hano 
location of other facilities was not known. Despite 
military had long been seeking permission to raid 
the known tamps. 

One clue to the inadequacy of the over all i 
tateiHgcnce operation Inside North Vietnam emerg 
the simple fact that the Per Upon learned about the 
camp from the captured guard. The Son Tay area . 
been known to the intelligence community and 1 
qucntly photographed. According to defence so 
major military construction program, manned by 
estimated at 15,000 Chinese communis Ls, got un 
there In IS65 or 1966. The area also became the s! 
MIG base early In the air war and was a key tarp 


during the heavy bombings 
from 1905 through Novem- 
ber, 39C3. 

TM Central Intelligence 
Agency also had been unable 
to develop any solid Informa- 
tion about prisoner of war 
mamps. Beginning in the 
hU<M9C0's, tt had attempted 
Unsuccessfully to Infiltrate 
highly trained teams of 
South Vietnamese into North 
Vietnam. Most of the groups 
— known in the Intelligence 
community as "b*U teams" 
— were dropped by para- 
chute In the Red River del- 
ta, northwest of Hanoi, but 
quickly became, as a form- 
er agent said, "ground un 
like hamburger. They'd 
get wrapped up in two or 
three days,” he added, largo- 
~ JMue to the high stale of 
Internal security In the 
Sorth. 

In July, 1970, tue military 
asked the CIA for any In- 
formation it had on the 
physical makeup of Son Tay, 
but that apparently was the 
extent of the CIA's involve- 
tnent Tha raid on Son Tay 


was to be an . 
affair, with ov*ra 
and planning coi 
the Pentagon's 
surgcncy office « 
gone* coming ft 
interpretation sv 
XHA. 

The cany recon 
photographs of t 
camp indicate that 
in heavy us* and 
ly encouraging to 
taghn. A highly si 
was carefully ; 
men were handp; 
offices throughout 
tagon and aspign 
secret operation. 1 
Bing was rigidly 
raticized for sect 
sons: one group 
worked on means f 
a rescue team saf 
out of North Vie 
other group did tj 
Jay analysis to 0< 
crucial fact -were 
tured pilots there? 


i 


it mm m itt: m : i 

with Famiiici 




The evidence that the 
photo Interpreters vieWed 
as encouraging, however, 
was far from definite proof 
that the pilots were at Son 
Tay. One man who worked 
on the project, attempting 
to explain Its failure, ar- 
gued that photo recoimals* 
aance Is not an exact science 
at alt, despite the wide- 
spread beliefs of the gen- 
eral public so conditioned 
to descriptions of miraculous 
dsM Bps frssn "e« is the 
*ky” cameras 100 mlka sp. 
The source added: 

“Take the photograph of 
the crowd on the Snips* 
during the march on Wash- 
ington [the anti-war demon- 
stration In November, 1000] 
— it was an Air Force pic- 
ture published la a lot of 
newspapers. Now, don’t ask 
anybody to break dews hear 
nfany of the people were 
Negroes and how many were 
Caucasians. We just can’t 
do It But after they left, 
jmu sure could ten that they 
We there — the grass would 
be all trampled.” 

A similarly trampled ap- 
pearance was evident to 
Wit seemed to be a grassy 
area tnsfdc,the tiny Son Tay 
compound. The aerial pho- 
tographs also astabMahed 
that the guard towers and 
basic layout of Son Tay 
were very sfmOar to Mgs 
to that of the POW amps 
inside Hanot. It was agreed 
—without ever peeing an 
todcntlGabte prisoner— tint 
the Sod Tay futility was aa 
active POW camp for 
Americans. 


proached. Briefings were 
presented to President Nixon 
and Henry Kissinger, the 
President's adviser or. se= 
entity affairs. The President 
was, according to later 
, White House accounts, "en- 
thuaiastic” about the Idea 
,aad authortoed full-scale 
planning and training for a 
reartfi apd. rescue mlsaior, 
ekiak-axid-dagger op- 
eration was code-named the 
Joint Contingency task 
grasp Ivory Coast, end 
training began In August at 
EgHn Air Force Base In 
Florida. Optimism was ris- 
ing tnstde the gov ern ment; 
ft was the first time that 
.the snuiiary had established 
an Intelligence “book” on a 
POW camp that was not in- 
ride the Hanoi city Mini Is. 

But there were many basic 
totriligesce problems that 
were never overcome. For 
one thing, no one had es- 
tablished beyond a reason- 
able doubt that the Son Tay 
prison was holding Ameri- 
cana, "We had a hypothesis 
based on various sources 
of information” aaid one 
analyst who worked on the 
project “But as far as be- 
fog eto to say, “Hey, there 
go two more guys Into the 
camp’ — well, we oouktot”. 
The official added: 

m Oar situation was this : 
gp a river comes ont and 
floods— and they [the North 
Vietnamese] move the pilots 
eat The place overgrows. 
Ik looks bad. Hugo. The 
grass starts to wear down 
■gain. Hey, a man good. 
Vs a fifty-fifty chance they 



Sometime to the July- 
August period, the sriBtaiy 
got a shock when during a 

period ox neavy flooding «a — 
the Bed River delta, the 
camp suddenly yas Vacated. 

The changing geograph y ri 
the camp was Mppa>mtTfl# ** 
trampled look dlsahwamd. r’, ; 
When file baod water* 


mt, apparently, 
tody s few cautious doubts 
nHri-klpqr because the 
Mgh secrecy of the opera- 
tion kept details away from 


if** 


the tolMtary 

a Wgh-riak 


receded, the geogtaphy - iW “' 

, changed again— «awA to v TJW W boon previous 
I everyone’s relief -and, tbs, “Wkes based on aerial 
l courtyard suddenly look on pnotd^rapns. One former bv 
"that wen-worn took," - «* v WBgkodt official recalled 
one analyst described It By * the lima photo taterpreUre 
now ft was August and the hpottod “ suriossd oamp 
White Hoorn vu are* to North Vietnam with 


a double-barbed '■ire fence. 
After observing It for a 
while, they concluded It was 
a base with some miiiUry 
significance and targeted It 
for a bombing raid. “A few 
days later,” the official said, 
.*North Vietnam began 
claiming we had bombed 
the death ward of a leper 
colony. Jnielngence got 
fooled.” 


Thv 101-man joint Air- 
Force-Army commando team 
took off in helieopvcri from 
Us base in Thailand early 
on Nov. 2& According to 
many published accounts, 
the team arrived undetected 
end landed Inside the small 
Bon Tay compound. No pris- 
oners were found, but it 
was noticed that most of the 
. open space Inside the prison 
was being used by the North 
Vietnamese for a carefully 
cultivated vegetable garden. 
No Way of Knowing 

Intelligence analysts later 
concluded during postmor- 
tems on the raid that the 
. "welJ- worn look," which had 
become so dearly discern- 
ible after the July-August 
Hooding, might have been a 
result of the gardening ef- 
forts- Sren mere disturb- 
ing was the fart that the 
prisoners could have been 
transferred from Bon Tay In 
August, just after the flood- 
ing began and just as the 
commando team began Its 
arduous training for a mis- 
sion already doomed. 

During a UlUo -noticed 
press conference at KgHn 
to early December. Brig. 
Gen. Leroy Manor, head of 
the commando team, told 
reporter*: "We weren’t abb 
~ to W1 fxactiy when they 
tooved^the prisoners of war 
. . , 14 «ay it could hava 
been about three months. 


and I havi nothing Aboototo 
hr definite to base Utig pa," 
In fart, the Pentagon had 
»o way of knowing if Amer- 
lean prisoners had been In 
ride Uw camp at all— ever 
r before the .flooding— slna 
VHe captured guard las 
- worked there early in 1970. 

IntrtUgerice men in to 
Pentagon later were onl; 
able to lamely conclude tha 
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the base had eithc 
closed permanently t>i 
porarlly. “Was It bef- 
furbished? Was it bcl 
faiferted? w e didn’t 
one of the men whi 
part in the planning 
The Vietnamese gw 
the camp bad the late: 
Chinese weapons, AX 
chine guns, a fact tha 
many analysts to drcM 
they were a small hour; 
Ing team, perhaps w 
for the prisoners to re 
The last overflight \ 
prison, concluded just 
before the operation 1 
*tIU showed signs of 
potion— the "well-worn i 
Despite the failure, 
members ©f the pia 
and Intelligence teams 
solace in the demons! 
** ’ ability of American 

mandos to penetrate 1 
Vietnam’s air space an 
In and out of Son Tay s 
And one Air Force o 
Closely involved with 
aflalrs later said with 
during an interview thi 
counterparts In Englaiv 
described the mUsioj 
"the best show since 
hoik." 
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March 15, 1971 
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Tmnnr: 
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CommcHaa 

RtcKard J. Bamotf 
Ronma D«vt« 

Mad* fine DucUn 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rav. Richard Famaodas 
Norman Fruchfar 
Maggie Gadder 
Sieve Ha Hi weN 
Prof. Donald Keftsh 
•Joan Libby 
Stewart M cache m 
Prof. Boa Saftiman 
Prof. Franz Sch u rmami 
Ethel Taylor 
•Barbara Webstar 
Tmdi Yoong 
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Dear families. 

Once again, apologies for a form letter, 

Mapy of you have asked for additional letter 
forms which are enclosed. 

Due to heavy bombing raids over Laos, 
and the threatened invasion of the North by 
President Thieu, making travel extremely 
hazardous, there is a temporary postporitoent 
of travel to North Vietnam, This is at the 
direction of the North Vietnamese who have 
postponed all trips until it becomes safer to 
travel. 

There is a delegation of women presently in, 
or soon to come out of North Vietnam, We do not 
know when they are expected or if they have mail. 

We will inform you, of course, at once. 

All mall received in this office by mid-Feb, 
was delivered to North Vietnam, We are investigat- 
ing safe means of sending more mail; in, Wa con- 
tinue to receive mail in our office for delivery 
• and expect, that although there may be some delay 
it will reach the Detention Camp more readily than 
if left to chance with unpredictable postal routes. 


j 


The only explanation we have for your many questions re- 
garding delay in incoming mail is that the absence of regular 
travel means the absence of regular mail. Nothing other than 
hand delivery is trusted. 

We have noticed many cards and longer letters coming in to 
the office Instead of the regulation air letter form. While wa 
realise that many of you received cards and longer letters for 
Christmas we have no indication of any change in regulations 
regarding one air form letter per month. To avoid possible 
non delivery of mail or Jeopardy of mail rights, we suggest 
sending only one air form letter per month with one or two 
photos attached* 

We hope this answers your questions, if not r please feel 
free to call or write. 
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yours, 

.Vet 

Rds. Cora Weiss 
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COMMITTEE OF L1AJSON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(OOLIFAM) 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the 
FBI and Is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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r Memorandum 


1 - Mr. M. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. J. P. Mohr 
1 - Mr . T . E . Bishop 


Ur r n Rronnan 

INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIED, 

B/r 
5io 

^IBJECT COMMITTEE ON LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 


1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

HIT ir.fi 1 1 1Q71 


; OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
TERNAL SECURITY - ANTIWAR 



At 4:35 p.m. , April 1, 1971, Mr. Roger (o*)C^ 

Kecutive assistant to Mr. G. Warren Nutter, Assistant Secretary 
f Defense for Internal Security Affairs, telephonically inquired 
Regarding the current hearings on prisoners of war being conductc 




Mr. Shields, who is Prisoner of War Task Group Chairmac 
partment of Defense, advised that Mr. Nutter would testify 
before the Subcommittee on April 2, 1971, and expected he might 
be questioned regarding his knowledge of FBI investigation con- 
cerning families of prisoners of war, and be asked as well concez 
ing FBI interviews which have been conducted of relatives of 
prisoners of war. Both points relate to current publicity being 
given to statement by congressman Jonathan 5. Bingham (D, New Yoi 
who alleged that a Mrs. George^Clarke of Virginia in testifying 
before the Subcommittee stated she was warned by an FBI Agent 
to have nothing to do with captioned organization. The informat i 
attributed to Mrs. Clarke is completely erroneous, and Congressmi 
Bingham was so advised by letter on April I, 1371. 


febpiia.- 

I 
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Mr. Shields advised he had no personal or official ac- 
knowledge concerning whether or not the FBI had conducted inquir; 
concerning captioned organization and certainly had no lnformatl< 
as to how the FBI conducted interviews in such matters. He thou* 
that he and Mr. Nutter could perhaps be given some guidance alone 
these lines in case they were asked questions regarding the FBI . 
i It was suggested to him that since neither he nor Mr. Nutter was 
■ in possession of knowledge concerning FBI operations or actlvitls 
I they were hardly in a position to make any comment regarding FBI 
(Mr. Shields was asked where he acquired the information which 
f prompted his inquiry of the FBI and he declined to respond. It 
(was suggested to him that if he desired any Information of the 
[type referred to, he should submit matter in writing for an 


Appropriate reply. 
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Memorandum to Mr. C.D. Brennan 

RE: COMMITTEE ON LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 


It is noted/that memorandum Wannall to Brennan 
dated March 31, 1971/ concerning captioned organization 
advised you of a similar call from the Department of State 
as to how they should respond to Subcommittee questions 
regarding the FBI . We pointed out to State Department that 
we did not expect State Department officials to answer 
questions regarding Bureau matters when such officials 
testify before Congressional lobbies, and if such questions 
came up it was up to the Department of State to decide what 
responses should be made. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

Should Mr, Shields follow up his oral inquiry 
in writing, it is recommended that he be forthrightly 
advised that he has no business commenting on FBI policy 
or matters bearing on the FBI. 
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anting letter* and packages to American war prisoner* In Korth 
v- »«\* ^Jj^nan and how this CoeiLlttee Is able to keep lines of couunlc 
c 3 .It*** atlon open between families and prisoners by utilising personal 
representatives to carry pertinent nail. 

asfc£. 

•£=£$ * 1 * 1 ?* (5 “»y difference between official north 

2q °n w prisoners udi public through 

COUP AM cad O.S. CoTsmoent * • Insistence thet greeter nun bar in 
cspiirity can be explained by undetermined nunbers nlsslng in 
•etlon end unaccounted for deed. She also called on U.S. to fix 
specific date for withdrawal of troops froa South Tlotnen before 
any specific action eaa be taken for release of war prisoners. 


ing submitted race 
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Memorandum 


FROM 


subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


date: 4/27/71 


It 


I: 


SAC, HEW YORK (100-168469) 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS-MISC 


CORA WEISS, Co-Chairman of COLIFAM, appeared as a 

f uest on a nation-wide morning television "Today Show" on 
/ 20/Yl , WNBC-TV. Channel 4, NY, NY. During her ten minute 
interview by Host HUGH DOWNS and BARBARA WALTERS, WEISS 
expressed the objective of COLIFAM in acting as a liaison 
between the American prisoners of war in North Vietnam. 

WEISS claimed that the difference in numbers with 
COLIFAM 1 s list and the US Governments insistence with greater 
number of prisoners captive can be counted for by understanding 
the number of men who are missing in action and unaccounted for. 
She called on the US to fix a specific date for withdrawal of 
troops from South Vietnam before any specific action would be 
taken on the release of prisoners of war. 


No LHM is being submitted regarding this information 
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whose husband , 

is a prisoner of war in 
North Vietnam, telephonieally volunteered the following 
information: 

Cora Weiss , who is a co-chairman of COLIFAM, recently 
appeared on the "Today Show", on national television. On the 
show V/eiss reportedly stated that the North Vietnamese claimed 
that if the United States named the date for total withdrawal 
of American armed forces, the North Vietnamese would release 
prisoners of war. 


stated that she felt the above informatic 
would be ox interest, and sh e added she does not fe el there woul 
be anv useful oumose served 


, nowever . 

econsiderecr^ ^he would first confer with her legal advisor in 
the Department of the Navy, 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Subject: 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


SAC, MEW YORK (100-168469) (P*) 
IcflCr 


date: 6/10/71 

ss 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SERVICB1EN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS-MISC 

(00:NY) 




ReNYlet and LHM dated 2/22/71 . t / 


"i 


Enclosed herewith are 7 copies of an LHM entitled 
as captioned, 

The LHM is being classified, n ConfidJfcial n in order 
to protect the source utilized, since it is f^I£*that 
disclosure of this information would thereby effect the future 
usefulness of source, 

<b7o Source utilized is 


(K>«- 





In view of the inactivity of captioned organization, NY 
will follow this matter in a pending inactive status. Bureau 
will be advised of any perti nent dev elopments « j j 
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EEDKKAL ItlJKKAU OK INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
June 10, 1971 

IOO-457899) 

100-168469) 


Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicemen Detained 
in North Vietnam 


On Ajril 20, 1971, Cora Weiss, Co-Chairman of 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained 
in North Vietnam (COLIFAM), appeared as a guest on a nation- 
wide morning television program, "Today Show," WNBC-TV, Channel 
4, New York, New York (NY). During her ten minute interview 
by Hugh Downs, host, and Barbara Walters, hostess, Weiss 
expressed the objective of COLIFAM in acting as liaison between 
the families United States prisoners of war and the North 
Vietnam. Government. 

A source, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on June 9, 1971, that COLIFAM has been 
completely inactive since the beginning of this year. Source 
added that it appears North Vietnam used this organisation as 
far as it desired tfcisaad^ttere has been little or no activity 
in the recent months concerning prisoners of war. Source 
stated that unless something unusual takes place, COLIFAM will 
become defunct. 
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; Thie document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FH) . It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STA'I < /ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


K OR, FBI (100-4^7899) 

\£?c, 

, ORFOLK (100-6833) (RUC) 


DATE: 8 A 0/71 


SUBJECT: COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 

FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS - COMMUKLST 

(00: NEW YORK) 


Re Norfolk alrtel and LHM, 4/28/71. - 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are seven ■ 
copies of an LHM and two copies for New York, setting Ln_^ 
forth additional information concern 


ion, as furnished to SA 



I This information is furnished voluntarily and 

I no further action is contemplated by the Norfolk Division. 

^ In the event that additional information is 

volunteered, the Norfolk Division will report same. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Federal bureau of investigation 

Norfolk, Virginia 

August 10, 1971 




COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAK) 
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5 and, 
lie 


a prisoner cl war^ir North Vietnam, furnished copies"" of 
the following correspondence which she had received from 
COLIFAM: 
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Kith Families cf Service-, er. Detained in North Viet rent 


365 West 42nd Street. New York. N.Y. 10036 


(212) 246-2420 


. Dear 7r lends, .-• 


June 8, 1971 

if V 


We have received letters from many of you » > 
asking similar questions* We apologise for the 
form response* but our replies to each of you * 
would be similar. 

You know that since we returned from Hanoi 
in Dec, 69 with 138 letters and through the big . 
mail of Christxas 1970 over 3200 letters were 
brought from -prisoners to the US via the Committee 
of Liaison in 17 deliveries. This has been the • 
sole channel for communication. 

Since January 1371 there have been 3 deli- 
veries of mail. During the first 3 months of the 
year there was r.o travel to North Vietnam due to. 
the escalated bombing over Laos* the DMZ, and along 
the southern and western areas of North Vietnam. 
Travel was too risky. It is now available, although 
limited, and seme mail has arrived. 

We are planning a meeting with North Vietnamese 
officials to discuss the situation and will report 
the results to you. 

Many Of you have requested permission to travel 
to Hanoi to visit your husbands or sons. We have ex- 
plained that we have r.o responsibility for issuing 
invitations, that those who go do so at the invita- 
tion of the North Vietnamese, Ke have relayed your 
requests to the Committee with whom we are in touch 
and the rest is up to them. 

Many of you have said you are not political 
and have no position on the war. Whether you think 
of yourself as political or not, that Isn't the wav 
life works. The enclosed reprints should help cla- 
rify some frequently misunderstood points. Congress- 
man Helpern's little noticed statement is very sig- 
nificant. 

In as much as we sometimes do not get sufficient 
notice of trips to notify you, we suggest that you 
send mail here regularly, each month, (the usual 
letter form with one or two photos attached) as 
early in the month as possible and we shall ensure 
It 3 delivery faster than if posted. 
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Wc were Informed in May by the North Vietnamese 
no mail posted In the United States had arrived 
in Horth Vietnam since March 4* ,,Tfcat includes news- 
papers, magazines and mail for prisoners (hand carried 
mail was delivered)# Thus far our findings have indi- 
-Mod everyone in the Administration is w pa33ing the 
and denies any knowledge of the mystery. 

Until mail moves freely again by post, the only 

r liable way for the men to receive mail will be by 

- 

if 

An you may know, the Amendment to End the War comes 
*’■* before the Senate for a vote on June 22. If this leg- 
; ?:.ticn is passed by the Congress and ratified by the 
i‘r -r:i«nt f setting the date for total withdrawal of 
enc cutting off appropriations for use in and 
r Ir dr china. It would trigger immediate arrangements 
T • r-- ler.se of prisoners* There are approximately 44 

. ".-.led votes in the Senate. Many of you ask what 

r v *>:■ done# Certainly public pressure on our elected 
■ i .-r.ont2.ti vec could pu3h thi3 bill over the hill* 
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tor Mother s uay 



i •£ By lovbe 

! BRONXVILLE, J^LJC. — Modal's Day. 

1971, marks tin third anniversary of 
cur son's death in Vietnam. It atn 
marks the third anniversary of the 
Paris peace talks. Once again we math- 
era «ry "Peao*" bat there |> no peace. 

Mike landed a few mfle s from MyiaL 
Ha eras a new second Hcstnaat as- 
signed to lead an infantry platoon on 
the vary day of tbs massa cre Ma r ch 
16, 1966, Altar that nospeekablt atroc- 
ity oumnl t te d by onr own American 


m a ddened and e wM t tei ed Sonth Viet- 
names* farmer who set the atos that 
killed oar ton such a few weeks fader— 
on Motor's Day, 1668? 

Had Mika been alive fa No ve mb er. 
1966, ha would have rejoiced that Lyn- 
don Johnson was deposed. He once 
wrote : *1 did beer Johnson's speech of 
ttoescabtion and noocandtdacy ahd 
thought It Che best of Ida career. R 
created In me a great senes of hop* 

rfiaft fM« TtC *- ‘ ~ 


Ms 

shining premises to end the war and 
bring us t og e ther! 

But where art we now, thr 
yean later? 

We mothers are befag offered a pact' 
fler of “fewer American deaths’* and 
"morn troop withdrawals’* to keep us 
quiet Eves Che agony of tha families 
of American prisoners of war is being 
exploited to stifle our voices. Our 
silence b bought with medals, citations 
and flagt 

And yet on afl sides evidence motmts 
that our country is involved In a de- 
liberate and calculated effort to erad- 
icate tike rural population of a ones 
beautiful land. For us it is a matter 
of horror and sham* that the most 
ad v anced technological nation in the 
world is anmhilatiag — In the name of 
freedom— a primitive agricultural na- 
tion. The ultimate anguish for me la 
that my owa son lost bis lift in the 
p erpe tra tion of such shame. 

We am told Chat tf wu leave Vtst- 


tibly Justify the sa c ri fice of theaa 
young men by killing yet room Amer- 
icans and Vietnamese la a meaning- 
, less war? 

My husband and 1 have faced tha 
"painful trsth that our son did indeed 
die in vain for what John Kerry calls 
"the biggest anthfag in history." There 


itJto gain for his country hem Ms 
death. His life was wasted, and nothing 
ire do, now or ever, can altar that. 

Now we know that it b euly tha 
bereaved who learn that lesson — 
certainly not our elected tenders. The 
silent many who at* either enriched 
by the wir, or totally untouched by it, 
or deluded by the imagined glories of 
former wars, do not raise their voices 
to protest its injustices. 

Sometimes in my fancies, I think 
that the whole Indochina war b 
unreal, like soma giant "Terry and the 
Pirates" nightmare, and that It wilt all 
just go away. And then I look at tha 
empty place at our table, and I know 
It b very real and very terrible 


la a tBewt parade down the main drat 
of our town, where Mika once ma rc h ed 
as a bright-eyed Cob Scout on Memo-, 
rial Day. We shall walk together Ini 
our churches where we shall pray fro 
the depths of our soub that this mad 
ness will end before the rest of our 
chDdrea are des t r oyed. 

We shal say from our hearts: "Mr. 
President, do aot au dei es tima te the 
ravubkm of American mothers at the 
actions ear seas tee compelled to taka 
fa an humoral war ” 

We shall, fa our ch ur che s, remember 
tha words of Jesus— "This that ye do 
unto the least of these, my people, ye 
do also unto me." 

Above afl, we dial not dbg Mindly 
to "honor" where there can be no 
honor. Courage might bring honor, if 
only we can summon enough of it to 
rectify our tragld errors. 

The Vietnam nightmare will not go 
sway unless we mothers transform our 
pra y ei s into a mighty outcry and re- 
fuse to allow one mote of our tons to 
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(212) 246-3 
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Dear families. 

On June 8 ve wrote to you that ve were planning a meeting 
with North Vietnamese officials to discuss, in part, our concern 
regarding decrease in nail delivery, as veil as general issues of 
the var and conditions for peace. 

We also told you at that time that if a date vere set to end 
the var it would "trigger immediate arrangements for release of 
prisoners." 

A delegation of this Committee, including Professor Falk, 

Ethel Taylor, Dave Dellinger and Cora Weiss spent several days 
in extensive talks with Madame Binh, Foreign Minister of the PEG 
and Ambassador Xuan Thuy of the DRV. We presented many of the 
concerns you have been having about mail and in particular dis- 
cussed the need for further clarification of the conditions for 
release of prisoners. 

Since September, when Madame Binh presented the 8 point 
peace proposal which Eaid that when a date for total withdrawal 
was set "discussions would begin at once on the release of all 
captured military men", the Administration has used the word 
"discuss" to mean that it didn’t intend release. A hue and cry 
vent up from all quarters ashing for clarification. The league 
cf Families has said that if the oxher side is prepared to announce 
that they will release all prisoners prior to or in conjunction 
with a withdrawal date, they would like to see the President set 
such a total withdrawal date. 

Our talks vere significant. All of our questions regarding 
mail, including the fact that some letters have been returned, and 
some families have had no word since December, were imm ediately 
cabled to Hanoi for reply. They do not have that information in 
Paris. We continue to be concerned to do everything possible to 
expedite nail and will notify you as soon as we have a response. 

The answer to our question regarding clarification of condi- 
tions for prisoner release seems best explained in the announcement 
of the new 7 point peace initiative issued by Mne. Binh on July 1. 
It is now crystal clear that if the POV issue was the major stumbii 
block to negotiating a settlement to the war, as the Administration 
has led us to believe, then that block is now knocked out. Prisone 
will begin to be released on the day the announcement for total wit 
dr aval is made, and the last prisoner will be released as the last 
troop leaves. 
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..o' ■ '.-“r , if the Administration now tells us that the prisoner issue is not, 
all, the problem then they have been using the prisoners and their families 
zru.'l game of deceit. 

"cl? the prisoner issue ever the real problem? Or vere ve mislead, as the 
of the Pentagon Papers shovs ve have been so frequently in the past, an< 
lly is the real issue the Administration's refueal to ditch the Thieu regiiie? 

It is not too late to press Congress and the Administration to demand that the 
lent set a date for total withdrawal by the end of 1971* It is the families of 
ri*. oners, after all, vho have pressed the hardest for this new understanding. 
r — appropriate that they press hardest for its acceptance. 

Prisoner* could be coming home as you read this letter. All of them could he 
yru for the Kev fear. It is up to all of up now not to let the Administration 
c this offer vhich ve nov learn is "flexible". Every day of delay in acceptance 
cthvr day of needless continued separation, of continued killing and destruction 
and land. 

I'nt. Einh also stated that the FRG would release a list of prisoners they hold 
c Sowtfc at the time the date for withdrawal is set. Meanwhile, mail for men 
'i:- "o be held in the South may he sent to FRG embassies in Moscow or Cairo, not 
. ’ they will attempt to deliver such mail. 

~or:tine this Committee continues to deliver mail to the Horth and re- 
- ;■ :?rr with returning delegations. The last letters from prisoners were 
n\.. on r--e if-. There is a group presently in the fforth and ve will promptly 
■ :* n-j.il. or information they may bring out. 

tviri;- hope that all hands can be joined in pressing for the President's 
without delay, of this honorable opportunity to end the war and 
prironors to their loved ones. 


Sincerely yours, 


■"X \ 




David DelCringer 
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Cora Weiss 
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>y ANTHONY LEWIS 1"^!' ^'- 
»x»m» m> tmw» | ' 

PARIS. May 22— Xusn Thuy,; 

North Vietnam** chief nerotia-, u : • . 
tor in the Perl* peace talks,' t :/ *• 

uid yesterday that the question! f 
of American prisoners could be 1 . 

/tapidly" and "easily" settled * 
if President Nixon set a date; [ 
for total United States with-; 
drawal. i 

"If he does and the date is) r 
reasonable.? Mr. Thuy uid, . 

"then there will he an appro*! 
priate response from our side.”! 

But he uid he. did not be*' 

Ueve that the President really! 

Intended to withdrew all Amer- 
ican forces from South Viet- 
nam. Mr. Nixon's stated reasons 
for refusing to set a date, he 
said, were only a pretext for 
keeping troops in the country. 

Mr. Thuy was Interviewed at 
his delegation’s headquarters in 
Choisy-le-Rol, a Paris suburb. 

His manner was informal, but 
in substance he held firmly to 
the line he has taken in his 
meetings with Ambassador 
David K. E. Bruce. 





He 1 n Aide, in Interview,, Links 
} yut Date and 7 il 
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jeal base of the National Libers- j 
!tion Front -and the gue.ruia' 
fighters.? Sul he 
jthat th4T; action taken ' 

those ends was realty $c:.v;.- 
Ifeating because it p: evoked in- 
ternal opposuion ir. S.u'.:; 
IVictnani. 

‘ "To carry out pa oil, ■ 

iMr. Thuy uid, "Mr. J-; * 

Thieu have to iail peo>l*. 



No Specific Commitment 
On the prisoner issue, MrJ 
Thuy repeatedly said that it: 
would be solved once the United 
States proved Its intention to 
withdraw by fixing a date. But 
he declined, as he has in the 
peace talks, to make any com-! 
mitment to specific action on 
the prisoners. 

President Nixon has uid he 
will not act a- final date until, 
first, Hanoi makes a promise 
on the prisoners and. second, 
the Saigon Government is able 
to defend kself. On the prisoner 
issue, Mr. Nixon said at a news 
conference on April 2»: 

"A promise to discuss means 
nothing from the North Viet- 
namese. What we need is far 
more than that. We need action 
their part and a commit-, 
sat an their pert with regard 
to the prisoners/* 


prisoners taken in what he 
called the first phase of the 
Vietnam war had been released 
after the Geneva Conference 
ended the fighting in 1954. 

"Prisoner* are a question for 
the aftermath of a war” he 
said. *Tt is Illogical to raise the 
question in the middle of a 
war.” . . * 

But he went on to Indicate 
that North Vietnam understood 
| the concern about the American 
prisoners and was ready to do 
Something immediately and! 
jnuke an “appropriate response” 

1 before the end of hostilities if] 
Mr. Nixon set a 


draw all forces,” Mr. Thuy con 
tinued, so he will easily find 
some pretext not to do so. 

‘Suppose we now released 
[all the prisoners,” Mr. Thuy| 
[said. "Mr. Nixon would uy, 
‘Oh, Saigon is not yet strong | 
[enough/ or he would aay,| 
There will be a bloodbath.’ 

"He says Saigon must be 
strong enough to defend itself. 
[How long will that take? With 
Mr. Nixon’s conditions, the 
[problem will never be solved." 

'A Re aso n a bl e Date* 

As for timing, Mr. Thuy indi- 
cated that North Vietnam 
would not expect a withdrawal 
within a few months. 

Tt should be a reasonable 
date," Mr. Thuy said. Three 
years, four years, five years 
would mean nothing. But what 
I need is a precise date for 
the withdrawal of all forces.” 
During the interview, Mr. 
iuy expressed absolute con 


Mr. Thuy noted, that r™£^ncein * ^mllitaiy victory^l 


the liberation forces, as he 
called them, in -Cambodia and 
Laos as well as to South Viet- 
nam, lie said, "The outcome of 
the/war k evident now." 

Tte spoke at length about 
President Nixon’s, role in the, 
war since taking office ttroi 
years ago.. He said Mr. Nixon 
had made “three great errors.” 
The first mistake. Mr. Thuy 
said, was the Vietnamization 
policy of enabling the South 
[Vietnamese to assume an in- 
creasing combat role. This pol- 
icy "instead of ending the waf 

m-AtnnMr if “ k» uilf and WAl 


[prolonged it.” he said, and was 
withdrawal; “the root mistake.” 
late. j • The aim in South Vietnam, he 

"But be is unwilling ACL with-is^d. * o "destroy tbg,pqlitH tj* JfiHpam people we ; ’< 

‘ “ r 


vl 

» . . A inieu “ve to 

them, resettle them. Now im*> 
»**’■* i nave to press-gang tht ;>;eu' 
and the very young for tronp . ‘ 
"Mr. Nixon wants to r.:»/ 
South Vietnam prosperous. L;r : 
everyone knows that iota- 
handicraft there eennoi survive. ; 
Prices are rocketing- and only 
blackmarketeeri and people i 
living ob American aid pros- 
per.” • | 

Assails U.S. or. Cambodia j 
The second mistake, accord * 
ing to Mr. Thieu. was for Mr.: 
Nixon to "stage the coup 
d’ttat” that removed Pri;»c- 
j Sihanouk from power in Cam- 
bodia last year. Communist' 
charges that the United Sifi&U 
planned the coup have always 
[been ridiculed in Washington 
“Mr. Nixon thought he 
[could draw Cambodia onte,: 
the American side/* Mr. Thuy! 
.said, "and isolate the revolu-i 
tionary forces in South Viet- \ 
nam. < 

“But on the contrary, he has 1 
made Cambodia another battle- * 
field. Now a part of the Saigon 1 
army is pinned down in Carnbc- : 
dia, and the U.S. has to sene 1 
advisers and aid there.” 

The third mistake that Mr 1 
Thuy attributed to the Presi-i 
dent waj the incursion into 
southern Laos this year. He; 
[said South Vietnamese troop: 
and American supporting forces ' 
had met "bitter defeat" despite 1 
“great determination” and ex-, 
[travagant advance claims. 

Calls Nixon ‘Cruel, Lying* • 
These three errors,” Mr.. 
Thuy concludes, “prove that 
Mr. Nixon does not want to! 
engage to genuine negotiations. . 
He only wants to settle the ! 
problem by military victory." t 
. Mr. Thuy. was then asked, 
whether Hanoi might, neverthe-l. 
less, take some fresh action on j 
the prisoner question because | 
of the strength of American: 
public feeling. He responded] 
with some bitter words about 
the President ! 

The Vietnamese people 
think Mr. Nixon is cruel, lyi.-.g, ! 
deliberately engaging in gene- 1 
ride,” Mr. Thuy said. 

"As a negotiator, X must; 
speak to a way acceptable to 
the American people — but to 
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Illogic in 

ByTOMWICKBt 

WASHINGTON, May 24— An inW- 
vh>w with Xuan Thuy, North Vietnam’s 
chief negotiator in Paris. by Anthony 
Lewti of The New York Times, has 
made pi sir. the essential Uic-it c* Pres- 
ident Nixon's stand oe the so-called 
“P.O.W. issue." 

In fact, at Eugene McCarthy pointed 
oat In a weekend speech at A peace 
rally to Minneapolis, the policy of 
"Vietnam* ration" itself appears illogi- 
cal if it Is really Mr. Nixon’s aim to 
towre Sooth Vietnam "a chance’* for 
Self-determination. 

The President has insisted that bs 
will not set a date for the complete 
withdrawal of American forces from 
Indochina until Hanoi promises more 
than a mere discussion of the prisoner 
Issue. "We need action on their part 
and a commitment on their part with 
regard to the prisoners." he said on 
April 28. 

But what is the threat, if any, 
which makes this stand credible? Mr. 
Nixon also has said that all American 
troop* will not leave South Vietnam — 
s "residual force" of unspecified me 
wOl remain— AintU the p ri soner s are 
released. But a residual force certainly 
cannot effect the release of the prison- 
era if the larger force of this year or 
last year could not do so. 

Thus, Mr. Nixoa’s stand not only 
can do nothing to effect the release 
of the prisoners; k is also an explicit 
admission that the policy of unilateral 
withdrawal cannot be a poHcy of total 
withdrawal but one of withdrawal to 
some point to be determined by Mr, 
Nixon. On that basis, If we are to keen 
B osig troops to South Vietnam usul 
tr. pwc^ea are released, we mtv 
* -D bcth troop* and prisoners there 
: 

All of that, Mr. Thuy told Mr. Lewis, 
rv^riy conOnns tha Buspidoo of Htaoi 
that Mr. Nixon does not intend a total 
withdrawal, but plana to keep enough 
American force in Indochina to guaftn- 
tea tbo survival of a nou-Coramuntto 
South Vietnamese r e gim e a eo-oaUed 
“Korean solution." 

It nzy well be that Mr. Nixon Is 
correct that "a promise to discus* 
means nothing from the North Viet- 
namete " Even eo, if he Is determined 
to stick with Ms withdrawal policy, 
it it difficult to tea what could be 
lost by extensive eecret discuss loo*, to 
Paris and elsewhere, to ae« if there 
could mx. be developed eu understand- 
ing. tad £ or explicit, that Washington 
and Hanoi would announce simultane- 
ously (a) a date for the completion of 
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the American withdrawal, and (b) that 
on the seme date or sooner the P.O.W.’s 
would be released, probably in several 
installments. 

This would net only remove the 
necessity for the residual force, which 
would be a certain point of political 
twaio ve rsy in this country and else- 
where; it would also at a stroke deprive 
all tha potential Democr ati c Presiden- 
tial nominees (save Senator Henry 
Jackson) at their chosen position en 
Vietnam. 

Mr. McCarthy tx another matter. He 
hinted stiKsnsIy that he is thinking 
more nearly in terms of a third-party 
candidacy chan of another run within 
the De mocrati c party. And to addi- 
tion, he set himself apart from Che 
Democratic aspirants by advocating a 
negotiated settlement rather than a 
unilateral American withdrawal by a 
certain date. 

Mr. McCarthy pointed to the ines- 
capable but often obscured fact that 
there is little chance the United Starts 
can have more influence than it new 
has on. the future of iadodiina after 
it hzs pulled out all Its forces (either 
at Mr. Nixon’s order or under Con- 
gressional mandate). But to negotiate 
now, while there is some rough equU 
librium of forces and with the lure of 
cutting short a war costly to all sides, 
might produce more acceptable ar- 
rangements fttn withdrew*! or the 
"Korean solution." It might even get 
thr prisoners home more swiftly. 

Mr. Thuy lent credence to this view 
when he expressed to Mr. Lewis that 
because of the failure ot Mr. Nlroo’s 
efforts to win a "military victory" 
through escalation to Cambodia and 
Leoe, toe North Vietnamese now have 
only to wait for the fruits of an in- 
evitable victory of their own. 

If that re p res e n t s Hanof s attitude. 

It will not be possible to negotiate cay 
kind of an Indochinese settlement 
without substantial concessions from 
Was hi ngto n end Saigo n ■ -pr t s um -bly 
the a cc ept an ce pf an Interim arrange- 
ment for sharing political power to 
South Vietnam among all contending 
elwnects until a longer-term arrange- 
ment can be reached by the parties 
themselves. 

It Is true that that might open toe 
door to a Oommunlst take-over at* 
»o me point to' the future. But with- 
drawing ell American troops will far 
more sorely open that door, and pro- 
long a sad. destructive, pointless wer 
by bow many years uo cm can say. 


Thus, Mr. Nixon's stand not only can do nothing to ef- 
fect the release of the prisoners; % is also an explicit 
admission that the policy oi tmXsteta? withdrawal fan* 
not ben policy of total withdrzwsj, bvtpne of withdrawal 
to some point to be determined by Aft. Nixon. Girlhat 
basis ; if we are to. &ip some troops in South Vietnam - 
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Ir. Nixon and the Prisoner Smokescreen 
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v.y r:rrt.-.Kti talk 

PRlNCCrrV. N J— The basic con- 
cern th.ct • ~er-rr. from extended new 
dkcutrip** *.he delegation* to 

the Peril j*5»vr te'ks of North Vietnam 
*nd the ?.-cv , *‘orxI Revolutionary 
Government cf Sou.h Vietnam it their 
continuing belief that the prisoner 
iuue h a *r.rr<e»=r®en behind which 
?r« sldent N;xt>n intend* to go on with 
tre war. 

Nothing •-’•.a* Vr. Nixon ha* done or 
* 2 id since he ?:ca-e Prwident give* 
the Viem«rr:«e reason for hope that 
Vtjh.njt''- ifruir.ily tie* res a rapid 
r*£&tit'.rd *f of the war. On 
th-:-r n?y. Arr-i-i sssr'or Xuan Thuy 
»e.*ffimvd the rer’rat imporunc* of 
'rv. nn e rti-*.;. i.-b'.e date for toUl 
:.i. vithir i% the only precondi- 
t:m for pr.crrcr release. This mean*. 
Mr. They -rr-Vrizrd, that discussions 
ceu’d begin at care thereafter on how. 
net vhethe-. tc re T ea.*e the prisoners 
— the rsie rnd physical means of 
r*:e?s.\ 

Tee North V;etrr.v.ese officials em- 
phathed over at-d over epaia that 
they h;-.t a- i'?r rwren nor detln* to 
hc'-d Amrric^,-' c:ft:sr once there is 
c u -cr evidence thr: ‘ v t United State* 
inter. 4 .* tr r"? * c"n:..t role tn Viet- 
rm *ni */. *. it '■elf to tetd 

v.-. . *drf ™' >!■ Thy.' pointed out 

tbi*. Nor.h the provision- 

■ 1 "v?n.- r- . ' ■ . . '-::cy indicated 
exc»r*:*.ion<i. resy-nri-. .res* on the pris- 
enc.' issue by m; *: r;, :t very plsln 
that STias-T'-.’.. 'c- release cc.ii 
be effectuat'd the withdraw*! 

process rather ti \ as is normai. 
afu- the erh c' be. tiiltie*. The North 
Vietnamese s.ri ci s n’y correct when 
they point c;t th?t -y v:tue of titer* 
aatiora: lav an: r c‘r**';tic practice 
prisoner re>.afe is 'tcmally t postwar 
phenomenon. All cr* \orth Vi;tnem*se 
end Lie provuir:: .; vc.emx'n? are 
ashing for is a rtiryncoif cate certain, 
and even tha»e /.r**i:i!*N wh^e only 
negotiatinp lot*-.-?-.;* t tc get the pris- 
oners back eooM : o expect the Viet- 
ntm«e to «:ti: 3*'s. Kr. Thuy 

•ought to put t‘;a m:*o »er Issue tack 
in the coetez: of tv. v»er as a whole. 
Although he ex'- sympathy for 
the pi’.-ht of A~.-rVz : prisoner fami- 
ne*. he emphr: :'.d .he king aufferlr.g 
endured by thr *. t.oxr.ere people 
throughout the course of this cruel 
war that hi* Ken -sing on in his 
country rinw V/*>rV Wtr a, a war te 
which Vietncmw;- deaths each week 
fn recent yrurr h--t t* far exceeded 
the total number r* Americans held 
captive by H»noi. Mrs. Knh. chief of 
thr pHjvisimal goverrrrent, asked that 
Americans ?rs?r to revive the prison- 
er issue ur.icrsur.d Vietnamese feel- 



ings as wen as their own— "Don't 
the American people know that the 
blood of the Vietnamese people is also 
red? And don't they know that the 
Vietnamese people also have familiaa?" 

The Vietnamese negotiators believe 
that the Nixon Administration is us- 
ing the prisoner Issue as a pretext 
to Justify the pursuit of the same old 
American objective of sustain inc by 
military means a dint regime la 
Saigon. Th* North Vietnamese believe 
that no matter what they did about 
th* prisoner Issue the U.S. Government 
would not be willing to end its combat 
role within the next few raenths. 
Although the North Vietnamese are 
prepared to make every effort to ex- 
pose the hypocrisy of President Nix- 
on's posture on negotiations, they are 


peuimlstic about any re*! change. 

From the Vietnamese perspective h 
la essential that something firm and 
reliable be obtained in exchange for 
agreeing to early prisoner release. 
Nothing Mr. Nixon has said or dona 
about his withdrawal intentions gives 
North Vietnam any Incentive to move. 
There has been no final withdrawal 
date set, there has fceea no exclusion 
of "a residual force." there has been 
no Indication of a willingness to end 
the use of air and naval power, there 
have been no Indications of a time 
limit or even an upper coiling on poet- 
withdrawal military aid to the Saigon 
regime, and there have been no aesur- 
■nee? about the U.S. combat role in 
the rest of Indocb'na. 

In essence, then, we derived the 


following firm conclusions from t 
detailed discussions: the North ' 
nameee have been neither fooled 
intimidated by Mr. Nixon's exag 
a ted emphasis on the prisoner i 
as the obstacle to ending the Viet 
war. at the same time, the N 
Vietnamese are fully prepared to r 
satisfactory arrangements for prls 
release; the United State* can ot 
such a result only by setting a rai 
able data for total withdrawal; fa 
to set a date for total withdr 
will both extend the war sod post; 
prisoner release indefinitely. 

Rtchord Folk, Mtlbenk Pro/easoi 
fnt emotional Law at Princeton, 
fust returned from Paris where he 
.with Vietnam peace negotiators. 
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> »*-. id, rjj — 
■V .... is lii»' lf.v: o) thf 
• i 0 <• t r?vr»--Dinf peace 

d rr-srr.ted cf today'* 
of the V/ctnam peace 

c v] 

the deadline for 

v-ithorcwcl of U.S. 

~ “-5 C-svemment must 
' ' '• ?rc! m its war of *g- 
' ■ - r Vietnam, stop the' 
. ' ' ' v of 

....r. wif.iuutw from 
' Vitftnsm all fmoos. 

■ ; • •" ~'**'Or.rel, we*-* ona. 

*' J materials of the 

-■ «-j State; ard of the 

cor- tri:s in the 
. >r*d dismantle *11 

•' :r* South Vietnam. 

■ • • : ' u ~ f.-y condition 

\ . G'jvc*r-r*ent most 
f ‘ - date for the 

• j •. rr : ?ojth Vie.’- 
*.y of U.S. 

. ... .... f r -V. 0 f; Kr 

'.TiM'-JSl’.S, 


_£* ■ r fi t o* njr 

■ ’~tvrusr 


5-0! : • V ' rn 
.. : s. forces 

* l 'e c.*--r for* 
- U.S. 


W-;» oe oh- 

the So.'th 
:v V l. 

* 1 * K e srr»*M 
Hn V T.a* 
•••.*■' Jfore : rr* 

■v * ! vori-ts 
' m t-ie v.*ir.h- 

■ o:r Sorrr Vi?*nar- 


<if Jl:e , 

States forcet *«J u.ore of I'm.- 

other foreign coyntrv. i in the 
United States camp. 

EM 

Regarding the question of 
power in South Vietnam. 

The United States Gr\ em- 
inent must really resperi the 
South Vietnam people's rip'-.r 
to self-dete-minavion, put an 
gud to Its interference in the 
interna! affairs of South Viet- 
nam, cease Picking th- belli- 
cose group headed by V S j. 
yen Van ITilcu. cl pr ;cnt : .r» 
office in Satgon, end stop all 
maneuvers, hiclyA-ijr tricks 
on elxUons, aimjd at nsin- 
tainins the puppet Nguyer. 
Vtrt Thiea. 

The politic*?; social and 
religious fo-ces in South Viet- 
nam aspiring to peace and 
nations! concord v. 11 use 
vanous means to form in. 
Ssigcr; a rex adnimi.; -alien 

• favoring pc*. :C. independence, 
neutrUrty » 4 democracy. 

• - The i>rc jsionsf Jtcvclu- 
tior.ary Gcvirirrert o* 
R-cubiic cf Sruch V : 

will immed:." :r!v e ; , r- :~.\r 
ta'. V.s with t'r.Ej iV 
t;nn in ordr- to rr . t t.-.c 
f ollov. ir.g queitior s: 

A. To form $ brofd three - 
.segment government of na- 
tion*! corco'd that v. :■> 
sume its functions durin:- 
pchod he tv -errs the re/tor,. 
t;m of p-.vee end tr..- 

isi- of renenu elections end 
organize grrers! eJect'on: in 
Scuth Vietnam. 

A cease-fire */!■* be cb- 
betv.-eer the Sojth 
Virtnam People's U’Vrr.tion 
Armed Forres and the armed* 
forces of the Saigor admi-- 
istratiot: as >ocn as rh<* cov- 
erament of national cor cord 
la formed. 

B. To take concrete meas- 

ures with the required guar, 
ar.tees so as to prohibit ell 
acts - f tenor, reprut! and 
discrimination ajrnns: per- 
aors Jtavir-g coiUbrn.tei 
with one qr the other ;v-tv, 
to ensure every dcr, lOcr itic 
Uocrty to the South V>‘.r - m 
peop'e. to re!ee?r s’ - -> . 
jailed for political re.-.i.c--.?, to 
dissolve an corcen'ratien 
cenps and to !:c *jI .:- .■ ail 
fonr.s of coostrr.r: * r/ co- 
ercion so es to y -r.r.t the 
people to r v. .. r\ *- : ! -e . r 


i«. cuiupibte 

fiecdor: a-^d to freely engage 
in their occur atlors. 

C. To see that tht people** 
conditions of living are «ta- 
bilUed and gradually Im- 
proved, to create condition* 
allowing everyone to con- - 
tribute his trlents *nd efforts 
to hec’. the war wounds and 
rebuild the country. 

D: To t-rer on metfure* 
to b? tcher. to ensure the 
hcidlv! o; genuinely free, 
dcT.mvrtlc. and fair genersl 
elcWons in South Vietnam. 

‘ [2] 

Rersrrfir- the question of 
V:i tr/imere a-mc-i force* in 
Fo jt!t Vietnam. 

The Vietnamese parties will 

toce.'v- settle the question 
of Vi-ir.snvsr armed forces 
in Vietnam In a spirit 
cf n'.tfor:.! ccr.ccrd. equaiity, 
zrA mu '. vi •: rccpect. without 
foreign interference, ir. *c- 
ccrds-'c- with the postwar 
si-ur ‘. ; cr r r.d v.*v.b a view to 
ir./.kir - lifter the people's 
centric utiens. 

in 

V.+-Z -dir. : the peaceful 

’•euni.ic-t-or. of Vietnam and 
the r*'.‘*tior- between the 
Kc-th end Scuth zcr ; es. 

A The reunification of 
Vjvtrsm he achieved 

step by step by pesceful 
mc:'.r.:. on the beris of dis- 
cu-s.-ts and agreements 
betv.icn the two zones, 
v.-,*>ou: constraint and sm- 
nexrtioh from either party, 
without fcrc ; gn interference. 

re-*u.ng the reunification 
M tv: country, the North 
anti the South zone; will re- 
esur.blish norm*! relations, 
fjftintce free movement, 
free correspondence, free 
choice of residence, and 
Tfit:ntr*.'n ecornmic and cul- 
tural re: View on tbe princi- 
ple of mutual interests and 
mutur! assistance. 

Ail questions ccncemlng 
the twn r^nrs rill be settled 
by qvVifej representatives 
of the Vietnamese people in 
the tv.*c* 7.on cc cn the bet’? 
f 'f negutiaticr-. without 
fr. .-Irn in’erfc’er.ce. 

T'. ir keeoirr- v/it.h the 
-ov -r- cf tr.e 19W Ge- 
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ALL lHFOKKATIOKOOS'.*T«n l/| 6 <s 

Hf.f e:k IS iwclassifieo^^^^® 
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neva a*[i-eemenls ur» Vieu.vin, 

In the present temporary par- 
tition of the country into two 
rones, the North and the 
South zones of Vietnam will 
refrain from joining any mili- 
tary alliance With foreign 
jountrlea, from allowing any 
foreign country to have mili- 
tary bases, troops, and mili- 
tary personnel on their soil, r 
and from recogncing the 
protection of any country, of 
any military alliance or Voc. 

r 5 1 

Regarding the foreign pol- 
icy of peace and neutrality 
of South Vietnam 

South Vietnam will pursue 
a foreign policy of peace 1 
and neutrality, establish re- | 
lations with all cour tries rc- | 
gardless of their political end • 
social regime, in ecc^rdarce I 
with the five principles of I 
peaceful coexistence, mein- ; 
tain economic and cultural j 
relations with all coumre-. ; 
accept the cooperation of fc-- j 
eip- countries in the evp^r- i 
Ution of the re: ->u rc*3 of ! 
South Vietnam, zee*. Lit frc~ j 
any country economic and 
technic*! sid without 2 ny on- , 
litical condition? attached. ! 
ard participate in regions! , 
plans of economic coopcra- | 
tion 

On the basis of these prin- 
ciples. after the end of the 1 
war. South Vietnam *rd the 1 
United States will establish . 
relations in the pc! it : cal. eco- 
nomic and cultural fields. 

t«3 

Regarding the damages 
caused by the United States 
to the Vietnamese peoples in 
the two zones. 

The U.S. Government must 
bear full responsibility for 
the losses and th* destruc- 
tions it has caused to the 
Vietnamese people in the two 
zones. 

in 

Regarding the respect and 
the international guarantee 
of the accords that will be 
concluded. 

The parties will find 
agreement on the forms of 
respect and interna’ ion*! 
guarantee of the accords that 
wiv, be concluded. 
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COMMITTEE OF IIA. :X\ VJ r - 
FAMILIES OF SEFYI.F.vFn 
IN NORTH VIETNAM . Ov^lIAr 


bTo 

stated that i. :. :- to June. 1971. 
she had been send:'-;: one letter per iront.n to her husband 
by the regular poet*.*, service,, but not having heard from 
her husband for se -*ral months, she se?it monthly letters 
to him through CCLIiAM \n June and JiJy , 1971* She related 
that the last t-ne had from her husband was received 

in March, 197 j* and pointed out that nr. recent months none 

I of the prisoner of w«r wives In 

area have reeej. *-l mall from their hus* bards. 


nor con-, ii sicn... 
and is loaned 
to be distribute 


V5?C 

« = n-*nt certains neither recommendations 
t-:.* 1 FBI. It i s tii* property of the FBI 
:ur agency; it and Its contents are not 
*. ut ;* id e your age n-: y . 
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IX: Comittte of Liaison with Fa ni lion of HTOP Sg 

Sorvlconon Dotal hod in Worth Tlotnan (OOLXFAM* 
100-457899 


In tbo post, OOLIFAM hnn boon tbo ebnnnol for roloane 
»0» noil fron north Tlotnan to faailion in tbo V.B. Wo 
lnvootlgatod OOLIFAM on instruction of tbo Dopartoont of 


of Fodornl lawn. Vhon Dopartnoat doeidod saceosafnl prosecution 
eould not bo obtained, oo inoodiatolj coan od Inves tigation. _ 
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ATLANTA 

QBORQXA . Attempt to Ascertain travel plans 
of Rev. HOSEA WILLIAMS through logical sources. Further attemot 
ascertain if WILLIAMS is traveling in a group and if so the" 
possible identity of the individuals he is t rave lira with. 

Atlanta should bear in mind the possibility that WILLIAMS may be 
acting as intermediary for COUFAM. 
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UNrreD S>._Jb GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


RECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 


C, NORFOLK (100-6833) (RUC) 


10/27/71 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
tn worth Vietnam (colifam) 
is - COMMUNIST 
00: NEW YORK 


IETNAM ( COLIFAM) AhL I»TOWWTT0» CONTAINED 

WIST BKRMRIS UNCLASSIFIED^ 

RK WTI B Y9TA3M 

Oisfrrf* ^ 

Re Norfolk letter and LHM dated 8/10/71. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are seven 
(7) copies of an LHM and two copies for New York setting 
forth additional infop«Mtion cottfam as 






Also enclosed for the Bureau is a pamphlet 
captioned "American Prisoners of War in Southeast 
Asia , 1971," which is referred to in the LHM. 

It is being furnished to the Bureau for 
I perusal and with the suggestion that -the .Bureau may 
j desire to consider the advisability of forwarding it 
i to the Department of Justice for review to determine 
i if the printing of the pamphlet in its form constitut 
jta violation of Federal law. It should be eventually 
i^returnedt^jorf^ it can be given back tp_ 


In the event that additional information is 
volunteered concerning captioned organization, the 
ylfcgf^k^ Division will submit appropriate LHM. 



dBBY 

SIB! 


8&3t 


Division will submit appropriate LHM 

/oo- vsi 

(£^Bureau (Enc. 8) 

>T - New/ York CEnc. 2X100-168469) 1ft 

-Jknffolk 


/00-VS7g<7f-j.-7f' 


^ ■ ~ T 

by rooting J4p for 
□ Info 0^ ncttoD 


Cufl- 


to te'ftjpem 





J» Jtqpfer, Pimm Mf* m 
IV* Ab. 


VED STATES DEPARTMENT 0. .^STICE 

lEDEBAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Norfolk, Virginia 
October 27, 1971 


COMMITTEE 0 F LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COLIFAM) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN, IS. UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE mfo BY If 





ATI ON OQVTAXRB) 
5 UNCLASSIFIED 

ttrsx pt/ jeke shown 
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rD-302 (lUv. 3-17-69) 


--FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVESTIGa. 


usband 


on«r of war in North Vietnam 


viaea xnax she had racaivad a letter fronl tha Committee 
of Liaison with Families of Sar vice roan Detained in North 
Vietnam ( CO LI F AM) , dated August 1971 , whicte enclosed several 
items one of which was a pamphlet caot ion eo^Amer lea n 
Prisoners of War in Southeast Asia, 1971. ,r Tlh^ pamphlet 
'wss^actually excerpts taken from M Hearings before the 
Subcommittee On National Security* Policy and Scientific 
Developments of the Committee On Foreign Affairs, House 
of Representatives'* in March and April, 1971, 


* representative of 

the Department ox The Navy sent her the entire transcript 
of those particular hearings and she noted that the^^Ll^^ 
obviously contained a number of deletions .H|H 
HHHHB stated she was puzzled over this and wondered if 
perhaps deleting such portions might be in violation of a 
Federal law, She stated that she would forward the pamphlet 
to the Norfolk Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


A copy of the letter from COLIFAM with one of its 
enclosures, which is an article from the August 9, 1971, issue 
of "The New York Times”, captioned "Mrs. Binh: Our Plan for 

Peace” are attached. 

It is noted that the article by MARY McGRORY was 
on the back of page two of the COLIFAM letter. 


AU, INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HIRRIK.I5 un class m 

Jk 
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C«bU AJdrvw: 
COUAFAM 


rftb families of Serf iter Retained in North Viet a 

US W Mt 42>d SM, Nw York, K... loii 


August, 1971 


PI2) 246- 


Co-CH*trm*n: 
D«vt D*tKng«r 
Cor* Waits 


Memo to: Families of Prisoners of War in North Vietnam 

from?., Committee of Liaison 

re: Clarification and documentation 


. TrMtorar. 

Mrs. Arm* Iw mH 


In the interest of separating truth from rumor, we 
enclose some materials you might not ordinarily see and 
'which we believe will be of interest . „ 


C«nmftte > 

.. RScford J. I w mtt 
Rmw* Davis 


Ve 'are most willing and available to discuss any aspect 
of these Issues with you,. If you like. 


Ptof. Richard Fab 

JUv. RkWd Fernanda 
Norman Frvchter 
Maggia Gaddas 
Stava HattwaO 
Prof. Donald KaCsh 
•Joan Libby 
Stewart Maa chain 
Prof. Baa Saitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 
Ethal Taylor 
•Barbara Wabster 
Tnidi Young 


Since this Committee became the forwarder for mail we h 
transmitted 3671 letters from North Vietnam to families 
here. Last year there were 18 deliveries of mail. Inc- 
luding two in late 1969- -With the escalation of bombing 
over Laos; near the DRV border, and continued periodic 
bomba dropping over Nortn Vietnam as well, deliveries 
of mall have decreased. The repeated threat by Secretar 
Laird that he would consider another Son Tay type raid 
may also be a factor contributing to the dwindling 
mail. This year ( 1971) thus far, there have been 5 
deliveries of mail. Letters were sent out on March 19. 
March 30, May 15, June 18, and August 9- This last mall 
brought letters from some pilots who had not written si 
Nov. or Dec. 


•steff 



3 O 


To answer many of your inquiries , we do not believe the 
is reason to be concerned about the men who have not 
written recently or frequently. Of course, the longer 
they stay the longer the wear and tear caused by 
separation from family and culture. The solution to tha 
is for the President to set the date for the total 
withdrawal of troops from Vietnam so that prisoners maji 
begin to be released. It haB been a bionth and a half 
•since that solution has been aballable, and there is st 
no response from Washington. Many prisoners could have 
home by now and the accounting of men missing in actior 
so many seek would have been available. They can still 
all be home for -ChAfcstmas . But it is up to each of us t 
,, pressure the President to respond positively to what me 
Americans, including former Secretary of Defense Clark 
Clifford have come to recognise as the honorable soluti 
to an end to the killing and. destruction and to prevent 
the list of P0W*a and MIA' a from growing. 

We* Join you in hoping the time will be aoon when all fe 
American and Vietnamese, may be reunited. 


-3' 




The ious points of the new pro, .sal of the 

Central Committee of the Lao Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao) 


as published on May 17, 1971 


/ 


”■?!? ® p ®?? hP the peaceful settlement of the Lao problem 
8 £ th 2 *$ d of th ® war of •Secession and the 
r®*®* 1 at4ieh ® ent ° f peace in Laos on the basis of the 1962 
»i?«r?^ r !2 m ? nt8 °Sv La ? s “S* th ® ^eelities of the present 
5« U ?^L*iL L, * 08, ,* h ® 180 Patl- iotic Front Central Coanittee 
^ 8 «.v 88 JJ 8 d j vario ? B points of the new proposal made 

FJ&f***** 5 point polit * cal 


S? 4 . 1 ? 8 intervention and aggression in Laos: 
^a?^r^i"; #di f! 817 ?? d 1 completely halt bombings of the 
whale Lao territory without any condition. 


2) After the US bombing halt! 


a) the Lao armed forces will at once enforce a ' 
cease fire and stop all violations of or 
• encroachments upon, the areas controlled by the 
other side. 


P.O.W. LIST PLEDGED 
IF US. SETS DEADLINE 


b) The Lao parties concerned will immediately discuss 
the formation of a provisional coalition 
government as well as other questions of common 
interest such as guarantee of strict respect 
of the neutrality of the Kingdom of L a os as . 
provided for in the 1962 Geneva Agreements on L a os. 


PARIS, July 31 (API— 1 The 


Vletcong have promised for "the 
first time to identify ill the 


United States war prisooen as 
■oop as the United State* sets 
a deadline for the total with-) 
drawal of its troops ft 
Vietnam. 

The undertaking was * given 
by the Vietcong Foreign Mini* 
ter, Mrs. Nguyen Thl Binh, in 
an interview yesterday. 

She criticized William J. Por- 
ter, the newly appointed chief 
United States negotiator, for 
what she called ti» "unheard 
Of savagery" of the pacification, 
program in South Vietnam un- 
der his direction when he was] 


deputy ambassador Jn Saigon.] 


Binh said that to the 


Wants to aagage the Chinese! 
leaden in a dbcusriou of a 
Vietnam settlement, his forth-, 
jooming trip to Peking wfli be 


BY Times Aug. 1, 1971 


NEW YORK POP TUESDAY, JULY Yl, 1f7l 



Mary McGrory 


•HANOI'S OUY1 BRANCH 


WASHINGTON. 

/1» the emotional aftermath of Jho 
. * *J. ft. raid on the prison camp at Son 
Thy, Richard Nixon told a prisoner's 
wife that he would do “anything** to 
get the prisoners back. 

Does “anything** include gaaiHag 
peace with North Vietnam, which has 
offered to release the prisoners on 
receipt of a troop withdrawal data? 

• • « 

Xtchari Nixon, who speaks oftsa of 
a “generation of peace," has pet to 
speak of the Hanoi propo sa l, which Is 
referred to by an Intimidated press 
always decently andothad In quota- 
tion marks. 

Peace plans acquired a tad same 
during the Johnson years. The then 
President said he would go anywhere 
at any time to make peace, but when- 
ever a peace feeler -was sighted. It 
withered instantly upon disclosure. 
/ Any mention at all was not only "pre- 
mature,” it was fatal 

The North Vietnamese apparently 
noticed this, and to making their "peace 
proposer about the prisoners, which 
Richard Nixon said until recently wars 
the only reasons for persisting Is tbs 
war. they made sure It was fully public. 
Former Secretary of Detest Clark Clif- 
ford announced It as a coming attrac- 
tion, ao there was no way of pretending 
It was not there. 

The President Is apparently paring 
toe floor at San OensBDta. lbs Hand 


proposal poses oos of the gravest srisas 
of his Administration. It farces Uni to 
choos e betw e en Gan. Thicu. who for 
soma mysterious reason ripro— its to 
tbs Administration “a . reasonable 
c h a n c e " for survival, and the prisoners, 
for whom he had voiced a concern that 
he never dreamed would bo celled to a* 


He Is suffering, as usual, without any 
particular beat from Congress. The 
Democrats an too mortified about the 
disclosures In too Pentagon Papers, 
which showed their mindless devotion to 
Lyndon Johnson while he was 
war, to heckle Richard Nixon, who says 
ho Is making peace. Hie Republicans 
are nailed to the cross of party loyalty. 

Two Presidential candidates, Paul N. 
Mc&oskey, Republican, and George S. 
McGovern, Democrat, have said the 
Hanoi offer is an opportunity that 
should be seised at once. But Sea. Wal- 
ter F. Mondale (D-MInn.l wrote a reso- 
lution begging the President not to dis- 
miss the offer out of hand and not to 
let the October elections Interfere with 
any negotiations. The measure has ex- 
actly one co-sponsor, Thomas F.~Sagle- 
ton fD-MU»ouri), another lets arrival 
to Aov#dom, 

The House, as usual. Is hoping tbs 
whole thing will blow over. 

Some Intelligence has come Tram two 
of the authors of the Pentagon Papers. 
Leslie Grib and Morton Halpertn of 
Brookings Institute, who contributed to 
toe s ecre t history, have suggested a 
fact-saving exit for the President It he 


really thinks our national security i 
involved, they suggest, then he shoul 
retain the right to contribute econom 
and military aid to Saigon. 

• Daniel Kleberg, who caused tl 
earthquake by releasing the paper 
wrote a public statement In "Publ 
Policy" In the spring, the gist of whfc 
Is that peace will never come baeaxu 
Presidents since Truman have though 
that the next American Praskier 
should be In office when the Gomroi. 

. list flag Is raised over Saigon. 

It la the trauma over the lose c 
China. It is the fear of the right whfc 
Richard Nixon predicts as "the night 
mare of recrimination." 

The only hope, says former 8er 
Ernest Groaning, who In March of 196 
was advocating withdrawal, is If th 
'wives and mothers of the prisoners ee 
op “a darner In the streets.” The d 
dove spoke to the Concerned Officer 
Movement and was cheered. He said th 
Hanoi plan was "a magnificent offer 
and should be accepted “sight un se en 
• . * # 

There is some reason to believe tbs 
the wives and mothers of the PWs. sotn 
af whom haven’t seen their men for 6! 
years, are beginning to burn over th 
President's silence. While they hav 
always taken what one of them ealle 
"the pearls and white glove" approach 
there is much murmuring, stIB anooy 
mous, that the President Is using tbeL 
boys as an alibi, not a reason, for gdnj 
as with the war. 

"He talks about a bloodbath," said os 
ladylike wife, "but he's not kidding ui 
•He’s get to choose between Preslden 
Thieu and my husband, and if he doesn* 
choose my husband, you can bet be*: 
going to bear from me. WeVe ha* 
polite long enough, and we know weV 


AH 1AF0RXATI0A CO*TAI»H> 

wntR isimcMssimD. " 





;> 


COMMITTEE OF UA 

*« W.tf 42nd SW( 
N«w York, MY. (0034 




r/fg NEW YORK TIMES. MONDAY, AVGUST t. t»7l 


Mrs. Binh: Our Plan for Peace 


COMMITTEE OF UAISON 
365 Waif 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10034 " 


By NGUYEN TUI BINH 


agreement on the withdrawal From 

on Vietnam bii hrid ovir 130 cou®trin It tht 11 i n»u ** 
on* and. If counted in days, haa "v 

d two and one -half yean In the . Urn political question, 

itime, tha war la Hill going on * P??* *■ SouU 

oulh Vietnam and has been ax- * U ^ to *• *•*«» 

«l .. Cambodia and Laoa T*. 

h Vietnam paopia alill kava to Ihm 7 *j*> ** y^***?*” **** 
aim^l^omU. dartmoioo. ud »anml affaln of Soutb Viaamm. ta 
* \* youths continue to othm wwto * * f*"* becking 

/Md. and todJaiiw »d ssafeUlatog hi office the bellicose 

.ill, dnip out 0 1 damlr *' OU, !^‘ 1 * <i * v “ 

frustration. now holding power in Saigon, so as to 

order to get the conference out 2^***^* P® 0 ** # * U * 

ad lock and promptly end the war, J*" 4 * •** *****»: ** initi D c a, to 
ily I. 1971, tha delegation of tha for » • g^ernmato of lational con* 
tiooal Revolutionary Government •* oc **** 1,, * to ** n#ral atoctiona, 

orward a seven-point peace plan. *-** 

principal points of which are; w#, » *• *°* v * B*»*rioo of Vlat- 

garding tha military qeantiooa, thn [,i1 •*■•4 Mm in South Vht- 
}. prnpooee that ‘ if tha U A Gov- “** .. , 

ent acts a terminal data for tha **»• outstanding feature of tha panes 
trews! from South Vietnam In P^n *• Us realises and flexibility. The 
of the totality of UJ. rorcea and P 4 *" Mm from tha South Vietnam 
of other foreign countries in the P*opfc’a wpknloM for pane* and to 
ump, tha parties will at the aamo <*•»>— «*<ncn, and meats thn American 
agree, oe tha modalities of; (a) . M ng i ng for peace. Normally, 

withdrawal in safety from South ■ any war, the quemioo of mnoary 
am of thn totality of US forte, capdmn y "prisonom of to only 

rhA»t (i toa other fotefon solved after tha and of the conflict, 

\ camp; (biThTr^ansn the sottismont of all othor quae- 
of military man of tH tkws. However, raa po n dfog to dm 
. Oh dvBUM upurad **• 

a war (indudfM ft marine cfciidre*— whether they are on tha 
captond lb Hertb VMmm). « *» wp lWly H — pUy 

two oparaiiau «H ba*a <a> raUiraad boroa «■««, ■ MM. 

ante data aad will andan thn *• Mvn proposed a aofotfon to this 
data. question In Point I of thn pfon. 

cease fire will be observed be- To and n war like thn onn In 
t tha South Vietnam People’s Lih- Vietnam, it la eeeen tfol to aattlo both 


dm*. question la PWnt I of thn pfon. 

cease fire will be observed be- To and n war Uko thn onn In 
t tha South Vietnam People’s Lib. Vietnam, it la eeeen tfol to aattlo both 
n Armed Forces and the armed tha mUttary and tha political prob- 


< of tha United States and of iho 
foreign countries In the 1J.S. 


Isom. But m proof of our goodwflt, wo 
have daofty'eald that dnnng thn dto 


lems, if tha political problems am not 
yat definitely settled, we can solve 
first tha question of tha withdrawal 
from South Vietnam of U.S. forces and 
those of tha other foreign countries 
In the U.S. camp, as foreseen in Point 
1, so that American soldiers la Viet- 
nam can be repatriated. Than we can 


pan wi reach cuasiqaa af foaaa torn series of prob- 


We have also pointed out that thn 
seven-point peace plan was not a 
take-tt-oc-leeve-it proposal 

A number of people Intentionally re- 
fuse to understand our proposals and 
view them to “preconditions" or “con- 
ditions of surrender for the United 
States.* On careful e x amin ation, any 
objective person may realize that our 
proposals and what many Americans 
have raised are not vary for apart hut, 
instead, very dose. 

A people Ilka tha Vietname se ver y 
determined to fight for their inde- 
pendence end freedom, knowing them- 
selves end knowing their opponents, 
and r ea so n a b le — c an never have the 
iaisniic& to compel tbs United States 
to surrender, let alone to humiliate it 
the Vietnamese have taken up arms 
and fought for decades for the single 
purpose of having the right to love 
their country, la final analyst*, what 
wo have p ro po s e d is also aimed at 
helping President Nixon keep more, 
eerily his promise to tha American 
people to end the Vietnam war aad 
In repatriate rapidly the GL'a. __ 

This is the way really to guarantee 
the South Vietnamese people's right 
to tel f-determ (nation, often referred to 
by Mr. Nixon. 

Moreover, the proposals of Iho 
P R.G, particularly Points 3 and 5, will 


open ■ new relationship between an 
independent end neutral South Vto 
asm and the United Stales, based on 
•quality, mutual respect and mutual 
interest, in which U3. legttl— to 
interests will be respected. After an 
many years of war, that neither thn 
Vietnamese nor the Americans went, 
the South Vietnam people have, at 
least, e better nodentandtag of tha 
United States, and have established 
with the American psopto relatione 
that will be In the interest of both 
•Idea, if developed in good direction. 

In brief, the “VtoUaaixation’’ of tha 
war is not a safe end honorable way 
out for Mr. Nixon; it will sink tha 
United States deeper In defeat and dif- 
ficulty. On the contrary, the se ven- 
point pence plan has brought greet 
hope to anyone desiring no early and 
to the Vietnam war. It haa opened thn 
doors to p ence . The Parte conference 
offers now most favorable oomUttonn 
for the U.S. Government to end thn 
war rapidly through negottattone, a. 
war that haa, for over ton yeera, 
caused human and materiel fossae an f 


H 

A 


Yet unilateral goodwill is not suffi- 
cient to make the Paris toahmna 


a correct pohtknl solution to thn 
South* Vietnam problem. 

The whole world Is loafing for pence 
'and to expecting President Ninon to 
take the straight and shortest way end 
not a tortuous aad difficult net, U. 
to gfvo a positive response to the seven- 
poinc peace plea of dm flA at thn 
Pena conference. 


§IJ5 


Mis. Nguyen Tfci Both to Vietcm* re^ 
reseatotfoe at the Pena peace tefoa. 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 




1 




20, 1971 , the pamphlet described 
received and thereby captioned 
>f War in Southeast Asia, 1971." 

It purports to be portions taken from "Hearings Before 
the Subcommittee on National Security, folicy and 
Scientific Developments of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, House of Representatives, Ninety-Second 
Congress. First Session, March 23, 24, 25, 30, 31; 

April 1, 6 , 20, 1971 • " 

The pamphlet reflects that additional 
copies of the reprint can be ordered from Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, 

New York, 10027, at 95$ per copy. 

This document contains neither recommendattns 
nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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(EL) 100-4S7SM 


Sate: 

■oveaber 1, 1S71 


Vro«: John Edgar loom, BLrector . 

Subject: Cramsj flruAlSOH WITH HBUBflK#) . ! 

BWCM gTAigg IP BOOT TOBM (OOUFAH) fc?c 


<* October M, 1171, a group of thro* town 
representing Voaen gtrlko ter Peace, an antiwar «omb'i 
organization oppoaad to tha proaont Obi tod States forolgn *>*c. 
policy la Tletnaa, arrived la Los Angeles, California, after 
visiting Hanoi, Sorth Tletaaa. gpoa arrival, theae vonen 
bald a proas eonterence aad one of the gro«g>, Any Heerdlow, 
aaaooaeed th at th ey had brought back nail ter SS California 
tealllee of POPS. She read a partial list of tha last aaues 
aad cities of those to receive the POP letters, this list 
Includes: Alvaros, tents Clara; Hiller, Tuatln; Rartla, 
Coronado: tehulta, Sba Uep» Stlre, Pester City; Parr, 
tea Pedro; H eteala, HI Rancho; and Stafford, Sea Praaolsoo. 

It is noted the above aaa aa were phonetic except ter Stlre, 
Parr, and HcSaala. 


*** m *.a /oo = ;±S2Z‘n-X 


4 8 NOV - 1 
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subje^FcC HMITTEE O F LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 
OF SUtviotMOl DETAINED IN NORTH 
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IS- NEW LEFT 
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conficJCtial 


bate: 11/16/71 


ReWFOlet, 9/31/71. 
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KRNMKNT 


Memorandum 


Mr. Bishop' f * 


11-15-71 


TW»f'F?7TT0W rft**T^TNC> 


kom Mrmlffone^. wmiN is W2.u"":FiEr 

/ DATE jfeflS - By §^ 

■ »II <•' ^OMMITTBE OF I.TA1SON WITH 


H OFSERVIC£M£N-D_ETAINED IN NORTH VIETNA M (COLIFAM) j. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - NEW LEFT - ° 

Bp Reference memorandum of 11-5-71 fromdil^^BI 

P O * Mr. Miller wherein it was recommended and approved that the pamphlet 
^•y. containing part of the testimony given before the House Subcommittee on 

National Security Policies and Scientific Development of the Committee on 
jyt Foreign Affairs being distributed by the Clergy and Laymen Concerned be 

K y shown to Congressman Thomas E. Morgan (p-Pa. ), Chairman of the Foreign 

jfjf* Affairs Committee. 

V This document was shown to Congressman Morgan by Inspector 

11-11-71. The Congressman was most appreciative of our calling 
~ uu^^iis attention and asked if he might retain the pamphlet for a day or two 

~ to show to Congressman Clement J. Zablocki (D-Wisc. ), Chairman of the 
1 Subcommittee which actually had conducted the hearings regarding the prisoner 

^ war matter * was told this would be alright. 

On ll-12-71^Ro^^Bvillock, Staff Administrator of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee , advise (fjHHHpiat Congressman Zablocki was very much 
| concerned about this misuseo^naferial from the Subcommittee hearings, and he 

J intended to make a speech in the House of Representatives soon to expose this^^^ 
\ situation and to describe those responsible. He stated the Congressman had 
V- I asked him to determine if we would object to his retaining the documents for 

day or two longer so he could display it to other members of the House during 
his remarks. Mr. Bullock was told that this was agreeable. Mr. Bullock 
stated the Committee is taking appropriate action to obtain copies of this document 
for its own retention. *v 

- * *ec m 

The document will be obtained from Mr. 

Zablocki has made his speech and will be returned directly to personnel in the 
ivision so that it can be sent back t 
from whom it was obtained. 


if* 


RECOMMENDATION: 


romiHE? 


NOV 19 1971 


I liMr. Mille 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 

Hi:: Committee of Liaison with Families of 

Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) 
100-457899 




Appearing official in nature, this pamphlet has the following 
additional data printed at the" bottom of cover page: "Additional 

copies of this reprint can be ordered from: Clergy and Laymen 

Concerned, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York 10027 — 

95£ per copy — write for quantity discount." Perusal of 
this pamphlet reveals it contains excerpts taken from the 
actual document bearing the same title and printed by the 
U.S. Government Printing Office. Excerpts have not been 
altered and bear the original page number at top of each 
page. It is noted excerpts contain statements 
^clearly favorable to cause espoused by COLIFAM. 

made available pamphlet to FBI and felt that deletingportSnl^^* 
of the document might be in violation of Federal law. 

OBSERVATIONS : 

Pamphlet distributed by COLIFAM has 148 pages. We 
&>*-_• have obtained copy of original document which has 583 pages. 

While it appears reprint of this document is not in violation of 
the lav/, it is felt incident should definitely bo brought to the 
attention Of responsible individual in House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. Representative Thomas E. Morgan is Chairman of this 
Committee, and we have enjoyed cordial relations with Representative 

( Morgan. This matter has been coordinated with Crime Records 
Division and Office of Legal Counsel. 


) 


RECOMMENDATIO N: 

It is recommended that a representative of Crime Records 
Division orally advise Representative Morgan of the existence of 
the reprinted document and allow Representative Morgan to peruse 


the document after which it sh' 

^J^can be returned to* 

If approved, document w: 
of Crime Records Division. 


d be returned in order that it 
in accordance with her request, 
forwarded directly to representative 






UNITED S GOVERNMENT ) 

Memorandum 

• DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) i«r- BAra . u/30/71 

ATLANTA (100-8195) (RUC) 

rr _ . . . ± : S J." ' ^ a “ ” 


gp-vST* ZWP’^ 

Sujj£cr:- C0MMITTEE QF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
IS - NEW LEFT 


Re New York airtel to Bureau dated 9/20/71. L\ 

■HUB advised that HOSEA L. WILLIAMS, Progr 
Director. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
recently made a tour of African nations. He did not trave 
in a group and was accompanied only by his wife. He had 
pre-arranged plans to visit the heads of state of several 
African nations where he planned to present each of them Lo 
with a letter from Reverend RALPH D. ABERNATHY, President 
of SCLC, and to present each of them with a short film 
clip concerning the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

'AMS 


S^SEB advised on 11/24/71, that WILLIAMS ^ 
visited the Peoples Republic of China where he talked with 
CHOU, En-lai, and also presented him with the film clip. 

The source does not yet know if WILLIAMS visited Vietnam 
although he expects to obtain that information in the near 
future ./V ll 


mere was no indication that WILLIAMS or his wife woe gang 
to transport any POW mail or that he was going to make the Lrk— 
trip in behalf of aiw organization on individual other than 

* — 0PPUTL AGENCIES 


himself and SCLC 




(V - Bureau 

2 - New York (100-168469) 
^^^tlanta 

UHBi me 




II DEC 3 


a y ,KC )&m 


. Swings Binds Regularly an the Payroll Savings Plan 








UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

ERECTOR, 

JA^NORI 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 
SACTSORFOLK (100-6833) (RUC) 


DATE: 12/20/71 


L ItJ^CT ' 


I ' 

Iq?o 

I 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED 
IN NORTH VIETNAM (OOLIFAM) 
IS-COMMUNIST 

(00: New York) 


Re Norfolk letter, 10/27/71. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are seven 
copies of an LHM and two copies for New York setting 
forth additionaT-Lninrmation rnn^mimr QQLTFAM. as 

.by 



The information furnished was volunteered by 


In the event that additional information is 
received concerning OOLIFAM, the Norfolk Division will 
submit appropriate LHM. 






JM ? 


I 


r-r- 

t: L- 


€ 



2-New York (100-68469) (Enc.-2) 
1-Norfolk 


'* Kc m 



K.v 









FD-302 (Rev. 17-69) V 1 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


iw* 12/18/71 


a latter to the Norlo 
* division ox the Federal Bureau of Investigation fro* the 
Conaittee of Liaison with Fenilies of Service sen Detained 
In North Vietnam, a copy of the letter is attached. 


ALL WF01UIATI0* C0FTATH2D 
nSRSW IS UNCLASSIFIED^ 

CA134&,So1^ 


NF 100-6833 


-Date dictated 12/14/71 


TIiin document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. U is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
yo«r agency; it and its content# are not to be districted outside your ^ency. 





Ciii!c Address; 
COUApAM 


v • i 

y \ 

J~cr.:!lh: c/ Ssrjfszt^zz > y ~- *~ 

J65 Wes* <2.id Siroef, New Yort. N.Y. iCJSi 


il»L, 2-rd-iVlu 


Co-Cddirrr.an: 

Di.v» DeiHngw 

- Core Weiss November 10, 1571 


Treasurer: 

Mri. Aim* B*nn*tt 

Corru-rittee 

Ricnerd J. 6am*tt 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duckies 
r.*07. Kiii*.erd r*ii 
tuv. lichcrd reminder 
rruchver 
Sod das 

Sr-V* H£.aV»Oi. 
rr%»T. Dor.aic SCilish 

ivew^rr jv.cecr.am 
?.v’. t — Sc'rnrvcr* 

Kcv. rrzrz Schunr.tnn 

♦L'cr^rc Webster 
True: Young 


4 sfdr 


Dear friends: 

The Nor oh Vietna^ass in Peris called the Ccmiitee 
of Liaison on Sunday, the , to ash us to sene a 
representative to discuss a prisoner issue with 
then. I left here ci- none uy 'and spent SJuesday with 
two members of the Vietnam Connittee cf Solidarity 
with the American reople and Nr. Nguyen Murk Yy, 
deputy chief of the D*.V delegation end, in the absence 
cf Minister In an Lhuy, the acting head cf the 
delegation. 

Ve are very happy to inform you that ve have worked 
out the fell cuing arrangements vrith the north Viet- 
namese for Christmas *71 sri New Years 1 ?2: 

1) American pilots detained in North Vietnam 
will be allowed to receive a special 11 -pound 
package frer their fanilies. Packages must he 
sent via the established route through Moseoy- 
JPhis will, cf course, recuihe an authorisation 
card fret, the DcD, which ~we hope you will receive 
soon so the packages will get there in tine for 
Christnin. 



2) The prisoners will also be allowed tc receive 
a Christmas-New Years card from their fanilies, 
in addition to the regular December letter, ike 
cards may be sent through regular' postal channels 
cr tiirough the intermediary of the" Committee of 
Liaison. Ve do not have the exact dates of the 
next trip going to Hanoi but we can guarantee 
that cards sent to the Committee by November 
will be delivered in time for Christmas. 

Ve would like to take this opportunity to say thnt the 
North Vietnamese realize that the Nixon administration 
is trying to create the illusion that they are trying 
other channels to "resolve” the prisoner issue. Bun 
the Vietnamese reiterated tc me that there is no such 
thing as third party negotiations as Laird would lead 
us to believe and they have no communication with any 
American representative except the Committee of liaison 
Any information regarding the POV* s in North Vueunau 
will be transmitted first to the Committee of Liaison. 

& 





il 


1'here IS" only one channel -or* Ki;:cr~arr' that re already 
in existence. All he needs to do is announce the date 
for the complete withdrawal of all C.S. troops, advisers 


nrv 9 . ■mntAT'-i »"! f*rv\«T V-' ©-S> -•»- 


--Va T>rrrt s 


cone hone. If in his speech on November Ipfi 
announce that date, at least sore of ycu v;ou 
to share Christmas with your huso and , son cr 
give him his presents in person, ghat is no 


ne v er e to 


.a he able 
father and 
; an illusion. 


Instead v;e fear that rixcn will merely announce a partial 
vitharavral of ground troops, that ray fcol sore of the 

At er r c an people cut mo ^ nr arose people v.t l continue 

to he r—x^ea an^. v.c *. . no ec at a narnar rate ” v*nan ± r - _' • . sen 
was president and, unf ortunately^ the separation of PCf ! s 
and their families will also needlessly continue. 


why pi-isonea- issue, cased on-'an extensive ina envies; Cera 
i. a s hao j_n rums on Cctac^r auu ,» v<e \*r_ — 03 o era my tua ~ 
to you in a few days in the belief it will he of interest. 

^ a are guac for tre gccc. nets we are aoie tc or mt you ana 
we pray tnat hirer v/r — 1 sc- cr set tne cate ana re mat way 
briny you the best news of all. 


<> K / r 
w' h '*-* 



Barbara 


+ 


/ 
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COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 
WITH FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(OOLIFAM) 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 
INFORMATION CONTAINER 

NORMATIVE note 

EIN ISUNCLASSIFIED^^^ 1/iq> 


Attached reports plans for a Washington 
’ D. C. , demonstration on 1/20/72 by Com- 
| mittee of Liaison with Families of 
Servicemen Detained 4n Worth Vietnam 
i (COLIFAM) , with some relatives of prisonei 
of war and missing in action in Vietnam, 

( and sympathizers, in connection with 
President Nixon's appearance before 
Congress on that date to make his State oi 
the Union address. Participants in the 
demonstration will meet at a Washington, 

D. C., church and then go to the steps of 
-X tbe 5 * Capitol where they plan to 

demonstrate while tbe address is being 
given. Subsequent Information received 
indicates some individuals from Chicago, 
Illinois, may demonstrate at the Capitol 
steps, including a representative of 
Clergy and Laymen Concerned About Vietnam 
and possibly a member of the communist 
Party, USA. 

Copy of attached sent to Inter-Divisioi 
Intelligence Unit of the Department and 
pertinent parts will be included in 
summary to White House, Vice President, 
m Attorney General, Secret Service and 
■ Defense Intelligence Agency. 




ara ibtomcatioh cowtaihed 

^ICfiEKKIU K UNCLASSIFIED 


vMK 


NR 06 NF FLAIR 




IB PM URGERT 1-18-7: 


TO DIRECTOR (ATTN » DID ) 
WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM NORFOLK (1004! EV ) 2P 


\£l<> 

AIL TKF0RV.ATI0F COKTATNE 
HT.FI INIS up CLASS I F 

aurtSfSio 


DCTONSTRATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE APPEARANCE OF THE PRESIDENT, 

*d 

WASHINGTON, D . C . OR JANUARY TWENTY, SEVENTY -TWO , SPONSORED BY 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF SERV1CCENEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
rye* vec or 7/V.z t~ 

VIETMAN (COLIFAM) ( WOPtfir. 

^C_ 

ON JANUARY EI6HTEEN , NINETEEN SEVENTY TWO, A SOURCE, 

WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT 
WE LEARNED FROM A RELATIVE OF A SERVICEMEN MISSING IN ACTION (MIA) 


THAT CORA WEISS AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF COLIFAM, ALONG' WITH 
SOME RELATIVES OF PRISONERS OF WAR AND MIA IN VIETNAM AND OTHER WILL 
MEET AT CHURCH OF RESURRECTION, WASHINGTON , D . Cj., THURSDAY 
HORNING, JANUARY TWENTY NEXT. THEY WILL THEN GO TO THE STEPS OF THE 


1 WILL THEN GO TO THE STEPS OF THE _ 
OF ^IwZ^WTwIhIhILE^ ^ 


CAP1ITOL , WHERE THEY PLAN TO STAGE SOME TYPE OF DEMONSTRATION WHILE ' 
PRESIDENT NIXON IS ADDRESSING CORG^ESS. SOURCE HAS NO FURTHER DEfAlLS 


CONCERNING THIS. 


JAN 25 1972 


ADMINISTRATIVE i SOURCE I 


l.PW 





) 


) 




HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM >_ 

tolMi 

WHO HAD i 

BEEN CONTACTED BY CORA VEISS, TO PARTICIPATE IN DEMONSTRATION. / 
ADVISABLE TO PROTECT IDENTITIES. NO jjW^BEING SUBMITTED . NO / 


FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO NORFOLX DIVISION AND NO FURTHER 
ACTION BEING TAKEN HERE. 


I 


END 


TRC FBI VDC 








NY 67-1777 


and, accordingly, none is being recommended. 

Letterhead m^branda in each of the three cases 
are being prepared for prompt transmittal to the Bureau. 
The Bureau is assured that this has been brought to the 
attention of all Agents handling this type matter, and 
every effort will be exerted in the future to avoid delays 
of this type having to be brought to the attention of the 
New York Office. 


2 



P.2K O 


ADDENDUM, DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION (PIP), 1/26/72 


wo Agents 


inasmucn as tms matter aia not result m any 
embarrassment to Bureau and did not seriously hamper any Bureau 
operation, DID concurs vith recommendation of SAC, New York, 
that no further administrative action is warranted. It is 
noted that SAC, New York, has emphasized importance of avoiding 
such delay in reporting to all Agents handling similar matters. 







UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 

SAC 

FROM 

saI 

subject: — 

mm 


Rebulet to N - # 1/13/72, under caption, ’’COLIFAM, 

IS - ND7 LEFT*'. 

Instant case was reassigned to the Writer on 12/8/71. 

A review of the file at time of receipt revealed out- 
standing leads to he submission of an FD-1 22 with attachmen 

e commanding 



was received when hia attention was called to informs 

tion set forth in Re3ulet. Writer did not personally observe 
this news in or* TV nouarscta 


ew York 




AIL INFORM nWTAlWTO 

Buy V.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on th Payroll Savings Plan 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



) 


DATE: 1/17/72 


subject: COMMITTEE OF LIAISOH WITH FAMILIES 

OF SEBVICOtEH DETAIKED IM WORTH 
VIETHAM (COLIFAM) 

I8-HSW LEFT 


•eBulet, 8/13/71 i Bust, 12/22/71 & Bulet, 1/13/72. 


COLIFAM is a transmittal agent between the American 
POW's in Worth Vietnam and their families In the USA. it is a 
non-aeabership organisation operating out of the residence of 
CORA WEISS. During ths past pear, COLIFAM's activity has been 
rather Halted. 



On 12 / 21 / 71 , Rev. RICHARD FEREAWDEZ entered the USA 
and turned over a 1,001 letters to COLIFAM (CORA WEISS) . This 
was announced at an unscheduled press conference at JFK Airport 
Press Roam. Also in attendance was DAVE DELLIWGER. The NYO had 
not previously been aware of this specific Information and obt 
yy ^ uch coincldentallje_Mlth-recelntlnfc-aueeau eirtei or jg/zz/ji \ 

On 12/23/71, I returned from Sick leave (12/21-22/71) 
and decided that since no positive Information had been 
developed by the FBI and the only data to disseminate was what had 
appeared in the press several days prior. It would mot be 
necessary to prepare an LHM. 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
"'.ms IS UNCLASSIFIED 

BY aa 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 






1 


SAC, NSW YORK (100-168469) 

lolo 


date: 1/19/72 


FROM 


subject: 


SUPERVISOR 


Vole** 


(#42) 


<o)o| 




committee of liaison with families 

OF SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH 
VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS - NEW LEFT 


Re Bureau letter dated 1/13/72, requesting 
explanations for the failure to report the return on 
12/21/yi, of RICHARD FERNANDEZ of Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned at the JFK Airport, New York, with a reported 
1,001 letters from U.S. prisoners of war held in North 
Vietnam and the subsequent meeting at the airport of 
FERNANDEZ by CORA WEISS and DAVID DELLINGER, who held a 
press conference at that time. 

The New York Office was not aware of the 
departure of FERNANDEZ or his subsequen t return to the 
United States 

press conference referred to on 
was an'unannounced conference held by WEISS and 
DELLINGER and apparently spontaneous and unanticipated in 
Its origin and nature. None of the established sources of 
the New York Office familiar with New Left activities in 
general and the activities of DELLINGER and WEISS in 
particular, advised of the possibility of any such conference 
being he ld n or did they report on the possibility of the return 
of FERNANDEZ to New York on that date. 

The New York Office did not become aware of these 
facts until subsequent to 12/21/71, when the airport meeting 
received coverage In the press. 

Inasmuch as by that time the matter was a matter of 
public knowledge, the incident was not approp riately reported 
O' 0 under the 

/ Since the receipt of referenced Bureau letter, I 

have taken steps to Insure that there is no repetition of 
such an incident and that thla office mill wake every effort 
!*<] ^^^^kgn^eoMtantly alert | 

^ /C> ■! HHB ALL INFORMlTiON dONTA 

— HT.RETR X S UNCLASSIFIED^— 
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ij^gossession 
iWHnenc^of t 



Considering the above, if Sk\ 

of Infomatlon received from ! 

he would certainly have been alerted to the - 
the matters covered in referenced Bureau 
airtel dated 12/22/fl, and the matters would have received 
more thorough attention With the result that DELLINGER'S 
presence at the press conference would have been reported 
promptly. 
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70 = DIRECTOR, FBI (100-457899) 



KEW YOU; (100-168469) 

lolO 

■OKMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
SERV2C2-JES DETAINER IN Eo 
IS-HEW LIToT 


Re Fur. t, 12/22/71 & Billet, 

EuclOted for the hursau 
on ceptioiio<i or^aud zatj on . IDcdns-rR 
^JT^copy of LHM 



LHK is bsinj: c2 
. contains Iron! 

lnfcnaation could conceivably Jeop&r- 
srrcc, thereby bring prejudicia l to 
of the U£< - 


)Eo\^ 


-'I 
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KEDKKAL Iil ltllAU OK JNVJ’STI 


New York, New York 
January 20, 1972 

100 -^ 57899 ) 

100 - 168469 ) 
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‘K JUSTICE 

(. ION 
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Committee of Liaison felth 

Families of Servicemeh;. . 

Detained in North Vieftfta® 

%jrr^ 

The December 22, 1971 issue of the "Daily World," 
an east coast communist newspaper, on page 1 contained &n item 
captioned, “Cleric brings big^ast mail from POVs in Vietnam* 
which st-ated in part as follows: 



"NEW YORK, Dec. 21-Khat was termed the largest 
delivery yet of mail from U.S. prisoners of vmr in the ‘Democratic 
Republic of North Vietnam was brought here today. 

"The Christmas letters were carried from Paris by the 
Rev. Richard Fernandez of Clergy and Laymen Concerned end will 
be distributed through the offices of the Committee of Liaison \:5 th 
Families of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam, 588 Ninth 
Avenue. The committee has been the principal vehicle for mail to 
and from the POWs. 

"Members of three families were on hand to receive 
their letters. The others v£Ll be mailed directly to the 
relatives, the committee said. 
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Committee of Liaison With * 

Families of Servicemen 
Detoineu in Forth Vietnam 





"Rev, Hernandez and committee leaders Cora Veins and 
David Dellinger, at a press conference at ,TF Kennedy Airport 
and the committee offices, also reported on news of the stepped -up 
bombing of Korth Vietnam by the U.S f air forces. 

"They pointed out that some of the bombing sorties- 
during the period when President Kixon boasts of •winding down' 
the var-have been on3.y 2 5 miles a way from Hanoi, capital of the 
DRV 


Clergy and L o yr.on C once rned About Vi e t n a*r* ( C A I ,CA V ) 

CALCAV is & publicly acclaimed group of clergy 
and laymen concerned about the war in Vietnam. 

David De llinger 

On February 16, 1970, David Del. linger w*s f cur'd 
guilty in the united States District Court. Uorthcxn 
District of Illinois. Chicago. Illinois for 
■violntier. of the federal Anti -Riot l,ov. for traveling 
in interstate co;o.ercc from outside the state of 
Illinois with intent to incite riots in Chicago 
during the Democratic national Convention in August, 
I968. On February 20, 1970, they were sentenced to 
five years imprisonment and lined $>5,000. on 
February 28, 1970, the United States Court of Appeals, 
Seventh Circuit, Chicago, ordered him released on 
$ 29 , 000 . 

Cora Weiss 

On January 1972, a source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the part, made available 
material reflecting that Cora Weiss as a representative 
of Women Strike for Peace (WSP) was on the Coordinating 
Conunitteo of the Peoples Coaltion for Feacc- and 
Justice (PCPJ). 
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Cosia iit tec of Liaison With 
Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam 
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VSP 



WSP is a national womens organization which has 
in the past participated in demonstrations against 
nuclear testing, the war in Vietnam and the draft. 

PCPJ 


fr 

T' . 
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The PCPJ ic c elf -described as an organization 
consisting of over 100 organizations using 
massive civil dir obedience to combat war, 
racier.!, poverty and repression. Its Natioatil 
Office 'ic located at lb6 5th Avenue, I*ew York 
City (KYC), Koom 527. 

United States Customs Inspector 

Kennedy In t email on a i Airport, Kew Yeri; (kT), ouvTsecT 
“icc.vbor 21. 1Q?1 that H:vc^n FichrmcIPh Fernandez^ 

f arrived at John 
FT Kennedy ATFTToTT aoc-ut 4-;jp pTTnTJ L-eo^nbcr 2J , 1571 cCi board 
Air France Flight AF077 from Paris, France. 

Fernandez identification reflected he was 
born and his lxxggage consisted of an attache type 
case wffiffi^contained two packages of air nail type fold-over 
letters and a few other personal belongings. 

Customs Inspectoi^^^BB further advised that 
Reverend Fernandez was net by David Dellinger. 
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4 NY CODE 


i BSAjUfi 

/Tt DIRECTOR 


IIEL 2 - 1-72 


/iw !IT:T, TWFOTWATTON CONTAINED fc) 

FROM HEW YORK 

Ol3HS,670 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES AND SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN 


Mi. Toiwm_ 
Mr. r»« 

Mi. Mohr- - 
Mr. BiNhop_ 
Mr K^bt. : 
Mi. Ccdlahc 
Mr. Co»7«i. 
Mr. Conrad 
Mi. Dalbey 
Mr. Ctovoia 
Mi. Ponder. 
Mi- Baiee_ 
Mr. Walk® 


Kin HoLmM 
MJM Gandy 


N ORTH VIETNAM f^^IFAM^; IS - NEW LEFT NY ONE ZERO Z 


ONE SIX EIGHT FOUR NINE. 


ON INSTANT DATE, ROBERT HILLER, CHANNEL SEVEN ABC NEWS, 


INTERVIEWED CORA WEISS (CO-CKAIRNAN OF COLIFAM) , CONCERNING 


A RELEASE OF FIVE HUNDRED AND FORTY ONE LETTERS FROM THE PRISONERS 
OF WAR. DURING THE COURSE OF THE INTERVIEW, WEISS ADVISED 
THAT SEVEN NEW POW S HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. WEISS CLAIHED THAT 
THE INCREASE IN PON’S WAS DUE TO NIXON’S BOBBING OF VIETNAM. 

WHEN QUESTIONED BY HILLER IF THE RELEASE OF LETTERS WAS A VIET 




CONG PLOY SINCE PRESIDENT NIXON’ S PEACE P 


THAT THE LETTERS WERE WRITTEN IN OCTOBER, NOVElBeRTlft) ncrt-ggTp' 




OF SEVENTYONE. ACCORDING TO WEISS, COLIFAM REPRESENTATIONS ^Lfc 1972 
BE DEPARTING THE UNITED STATES IN TWO WEEKS TO CARRY LETTERS^ «== 

TO THE POW’S. NY WILL FOLLOW AND ADVISE. LHN TO FOLLOW. IffC. 

END /J \ l M JOAlpPOlltATIOH OOWTAIHB) 

^ / KESOT^/S UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDEKAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/« Reply, Phase Rrjer tc 

FJcA °Bufile (100-^57899) 
NYfile (100-16^69) 


New York, New York 
February oo, 1972 ( 


Committee of Liaison with 
Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam 


On January 31, 1972, Cora Weiss, Co-Chairman of 
Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen Detained 
in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) , was interviewed by Hobert Miller, 
Channel 7, New York-ABC News, concerning a release of 5^1 
letters from the prisoners of war (POWs). Weiss advised during 
.her interview that seven new POWs have been identified. She 
failed to give their exact identity. Weiss claimed that the 
increase of POWs was a direct result of President Nixon's 
increased bombing over Vietnam. Miller Questioned Weiss if 
the release of POW letters might well be a Viet Cong ploy since 
the peace Proposal of President Nixon. Weiss replied that the 
letters received were written in October, November and December. 
*1971 • 

In concluding her interview, Weiss stated that COLIFAM 

r epresentatives would be departing the united States in about 
vp weeks. According to Weiss, the representatives would be 
ng letters to the POWs. 

IJTO 

o Cora Weiss 

On January ^4, 1972, a source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, made available 
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Families of Servicemen 
Detained in Korth Vietnam ‘ 





material reflecting that Cora Weiss was a 
representative of Women Strike for peace 
(WSP) and was on the Coordinating Committee 
of the Peoples Coalition for Peace and Justice 
(PCPJ). 

PCPJ 

The PCPJ is self-described as an organization 
consisting of over 100 organizations using 
massive civil disobedience to combat war, 
racism, poverty and repression. Its National 
Office is located at 156 5th Avenue, New York 
City, Room 527. 




- 2* - 










I 


Letter to Bev Tork 

BE: Committee of Liaison with Families of 

Servicemen Detained in Borth Tletnan (COLIFAM) 
100-457899 


SOTS: 




3*o»ecre:i 


On 1-81-71 Cora Velas, Chairman wf COLIFAU, was Inter- 
viewed by Vew Tork City television announcer and revealed that 
OOLIFAM representatives would be departing U.8. In approximately 
two weeks carrying letters to POfs in Borth Vietnam. Bev Tork 
Office indicated attempts would be made to identify representatives 
and develop any other pertinent informatio n- Information of 
4 lol assistance to Bew Tork omce developed byjHBHIHBHw S) 

” ’ feoP 3 H‘)being furnished. / 
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WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 
FROM NEW YORK 100- 100465 
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'Committee ofjjaison with families of servicemen beta imp in 


(COLIFAM) IS - REV LEFT 


. PEOPLES COALITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE (PCPJ) IS - REV 


WORLD ASSEMBLY FOR PEACE*. MARSEILLES, FRANCE^jMUARY^ 
ELEVEN - THIRTEEN SEVENTY TWO. \ 

^RE BUTEL FEBRUARY FIFTEEN, NYTEL FEBRUARY FOURTEEN CAPTICj! 


INSTANT BATE, SPECIAL AGENTS OF FBI, OBSERVED ARRIVAL OF 


AMERICAN CONTINGENT TO WORLD ASSEMBLY FOR PEACE, MARSEILLES, 


INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. Igjc, 
END PAGE ONE 

CUSl Li EXT. : 

rs>soSLfctn ii.jcNred 


FRANCE, FEBRUARY ELEVEN - THIRTEEN LAST, AT JOHN F. KENEDY 0 

U. loo -HS7Z59.^-L 


VSL 


s FEB 22 1972 ‘ 


gfraunoiN 

pS UNDLAS 
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PAGE TWO 


Gewf^ttm 



APPROXIMATELY PORTY INDIVIDUALS ARRIVED ABOARD TWA FLIGHT 

EIGHT ZERO THREE ARRIVING NEW YORK AT ONE FIFTY FIVE PM. AN 

ADDITIONAL TWENTY ONE ARRIVED ABOARD AIR INDIA FLIGHT ONE ZERO 

FIVE ARRIVING AT THREE FORTY FIVE PH. 

INSPECTOR^HHHH » s CUSTOMS, ADVISED THIS DATE THAT \ 

CUSTOMS SEARCH REFLECTED INDIVIDUALS CARRIED ANTI-AMERICAN v_ • 

^ «» BE a-a 

LITERATURE BEARING REFERENCE FURTHER ADVISED 

THAT SEARCH OF ONE 


siol c 


•- •-» 


I 



CUD PAGE TWO 


P o:::)g frrttL 




PAGE THREE 


•0 PRESS CONFERENCE OR PRESS COVERAGE WAS AFFORDED TO 


ARRIVAL. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


SPECIAL AGENTS OBSERVING PLIGHT ARRIVALS WERE SAS j 

^>iaxia-v 

c REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS REFLECTED ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY f 

AS TO INVESTIGATION I 

REFLECTED HE HAS CONNECTED HITH BARBARA HEBSTER OF COLIFAN. 

B^Bmay BE IDENTICAL HITH SUBJECT CARRYING POH LETTERS 
FOR COLIFAN. INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE CONDUCTED TO IDENTIFY 

PHILADELPHIA 9 WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE, AND NEWARK CONDUCT 


APPROPIATE INVESTIGATION 1 


LHM WILL FOLLOW* 


V 


IF.) IKtWM V 

BUMa M «r IF ^ - 

UNIT ED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


™ fc^^TDRT'FBI (100-457899) „ ATt: 2/22/72 

FRO * pEc, NORFOLK (100-6833) 


COMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF SERVICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COLIFAM) 

IS - COMMUNIST 
00: NEW YORK 


* ;,L I K FORM* z 1 *- C^JCT A T NaT bx* 
'TW.1N IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date^>£1 

0/345, &o 


Re Norfolk letter dated 12/20/71, no copy 
to WFO. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are seven (7) 
copies of an LHM, two copies for New York and one copy 
for WFO 




In the event that additional information is 
received concerning COLIFAM, the Norfolk Division will 
submit appropriate LHM. 

Information copy furnished to .WFO as LHM 
contains information concerning demonstration on Capitol 
steps, 1/20/72. 


arnos 

flfsuastf® 
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\2- - Bureau (Enc. 7) 

2 - New York (Enc. 2) (100-168469) 
1 - WFO (Info) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 


Norfolk, Virginia 

J» toffy, Pimm Afr to 

February 22, 1972 

PU»N* 

COMMITTEE OF LIAISON 
With Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam 


Februar 


whose husban 


s a prisoner ofwa 

etnam, ceiepnomcany aavised that she had received additional 
correspondence from the Committee of Liaison With Families of 
^Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM) and would forward 
it to the Federal Bureau of Invest igati on , 

stated that she and several other wives 
of prisoner^o^%5^naa received mail from their husbands in the 
recent past through COLIFAM „ 


ALL mOKMATIO* CONTAINS 

003 *** ^ 7 ® 


tu^y pofAcATiow (XRTjasm 


S wwUijftjai gjj Sij - 

HERE SaoWH 







FD-302 tRev. 3-17-69) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


orwarded two letters to the 
eral Bureau of Investigation which she had received 
from the Committee of Liaison with Families of Servicemen 
Detained in North Vietnam (COLIFAM). A copy of each of the 
two letters is attached. The letter on the stationery of The 
Fellowship of Reconciliation was attached to the January 
17, 1972 letter. 


kUt iKFOBiimo* costaihed 
ts WCUSSIFlOgl 



-File # Norfolk 100-6833 


-Date dictated 2Jib/7jL 


This document contains neither recommend a tone nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents sre not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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witu ra&iius or servicemen ueiamen in nor:n vie im 


365 West 42nd Sfrntt, N.w York. N.Y. 10036 


Cab!* Address; 
COUAFAM 



(212) 246-1 

ail TirroRjurco* coffTAiwr) <tf?c _ 

'^SSR*? SUBjynr *»», i$ WCLASSiritD - 

~ ~ 1 PAT t JMQl Wfafl 


Dear friends: 


December 21 f 1971 


Mrs. Aim# Bwm«H 


Committee 

Richard J. Barnett 
Rennie Davit 
Madeline Duckies 
Prof. Richard Falk 
Rev. Richard Fernandez 
Norman Fruchter 
Maggie Geddes 
Steve HaBiwel! 

Prof. Donald Kalish 
•Joan Libby 
Stewart Meacham 
Prof. Bea Seitzman 
Prof. Franz Schurmann 


The joy of forwarding holiday mail to you has been 
considerably marred by the news of American bombing 
25 miles outside of Hanoi. Massive bombing raids 
over North Vietnam are no Christmas present for the 
Vietnamese people nor for your fathers, sons and 
husbands whose lives are severely endangered. 


If the President had followed the mandate of Congress 
to set a date certain for the total withdrawal of troop 
(Title VI of the Military Procurement Authorization Act 
of 1972), which he signed into law on November 17, then 
the men would be starting to come home now, not just 
their mail. Instead, he publicly stated he would 
ignore Congress' mandate. 


£Hi*I Taylor 
•Barbara Wabs+ar 
Trudi Young 


•staff 


secretary 01 the Air Force Seamans completed a tour 
of Southeast Asia recently and stated that he had no 
.intention to change the present policy of heavy bomb- 
ing. 


We have forwarded all mail sent to us to North Vietnam, 
which should have arrived in time for the holidays. We 
expect to be able to send more mail on January 5- Un- 
fortunately we only received mail for 229 of the men to be forwarded. 

We assume other families probably sent mail through postal channels and 
we hope it arrived safely. 


We are very impressed with the enormity of this delivery. We received 
983 letters and greeting cards from prisoners in North Vietnam. And 
for the first time we are able to forward 1& letters from U.S. service- 
men held captive by the Provisional Revolutionary Government in the Sou 


Ve are very distressed that the U.S. postponed the Paris talks for two 


. ^ 


_ _ _ L>i'UOp£» bU-LU OU^jJVJ. 

from Saigon by December 31 to enable the return of the prisoners. We 
pledge to you at tiis holiday season our determination to pressure the 
u.S. to get out of Vietnam so that your men may be released. We hope 
this will be your resolution also. 


Peaceful greetinj 

Dave Delli 


er 


/n 

1 1 c ^ 

v > l ’ / (Z - - 

“Cora Weiss 






3 

4 

-.-k4 



P-S. We understand you may have received from your branch, of service 
a neyr, longer letter form for writing to prisoners in North Vietnam. 

We have been informed that those forms have not been authorized and are 
the arbitrary doing of the Pentagon. They 'will not be accepted and we 
fear they may jeopardize .;r»rAl rights. Authorized form letters are 
available at no charge from our office. 




czE&nsE of ujusqh 

with Fsstilhs of Servicemen Batched in Barth Vietne 


Cable Address: 
COUAFAM 


365 West 42nd Street, Now York, N.Y. 10036 

January 17, 1972 


( 212 ) 246 - 2 ' 


Treasurer: 


Dear friends, 

Co-Chairmen: The resumption of the large scale air war against 

Dave Dellinger North Vietnam during the Christmas Season in 1971 should 

Cora Weiss he the occasion of grave concern for all of us who seek 

to end the Vietnam war ead secure the release of American 
eesuw: POW* s. President Nixon 1 9 plan to end the Vietnam war has 

Mrs. Anne Bennett already taken up a period of years that about equals the 

duration of World War I or II and the end is still not in 
ommittee sight. In fact the combat area now includes Cambodia and 

Richard J. Bemet Laos and there is no prospect of eliminating American 
Tina Bristol military support to keep the Thieu regime in control of Soi 

Rennie Davi* Vietnam although the form of the suoport has boon cbif ting 

Madeline Duelles from bodies to machines. In these circumstances wo seo 

Prof. Richard Falk no chance of the release of American pow*s held by the 

Rev. Richard Femandttorth Vietnamese or the NLP. 

Norman Fruchtor Our Committee has emphasised all along that prisoner 

Maggie Geddes release depends on ending America* s combat role in Vietnam, 
Steve Harwell Kr. Nixon questions this assesment although he acknowledge* 
Prof. Donald KaKsh that no such offer had been made by our government. We 
Stewart Meacham urge a test be made of the motives on both sides. We urge 
Prof. Boa Seifeman the US government to announce tpt&l withdrawal of its 
Prof. Frcnr $chttnnan£roops and the end of all combat "’operations in Indochina 

_ . V._' _ .i* J I f „ t -I T - . , APtA *. -<» 


Committee 
Richard J. Barnet 
•Tina Bristol 
Rennie Davis 
Madeline Duchies 
Prof. Richard Falk 


Ethol T.-.yior 


by* a date certain prior tc June 1, 1972 in exchange for a 


Barbara Webster North Vietnamese agreement to arrange the release of 


Trudi Young 


American prisoners of war. On the basis of discussions 
with Vietnamese negotiators, we of the Committee of 
Liaison are convinced that such an offer to end our war 
role is the one end only way to obtain the release of the 
prisoners. (It should be recalled that normally and legall; 
prisoners of 'war are held until after tES~enc of hostITiI5I< 
At least we think that our government owes it to 


prisoner families and the prisoners themselves to test 
this assertion. Nothing would be lost bv a refused effe 


this assertion. Nothing would be lost by a refused offer, 
indeed Pres. Nixon would thereby vindicate his contention 
that the other side would refuse such an offer if made* 

It seems important therefor for you to urge the Prosit 
to rnako a public offer to end the bombing, cease all military activity 
(direct ana indirect) end withdraw all forces prior to June 1, 19?2 in 
exchange for prompt arrangements to release all American pow* s. 

We believe this offer will be accepted. We believe th 
is no other way to secure prisoner release. We hope you will join us in 
the effort to build public support for this position. 


m, INFORMATION CONTAINED lolo . 

herein is unclassified . 1*1$ r X, 

CU3 ■* 


Sinoerely r 


^Icikr d^Hlc, Milbank Prof, 
of international Lew 
Princeton University 


) 


V 


'rise .... 




•oacntfTMA** 


of Reconciliation / 


POX V71 ■ NYACK. NE W V OWK > 0060 . ®-*601 

pmccT mew vomk c»ty ui*e : i.O'r».r»» a-aaco 


January 18, 1972 


• Dear Families of P.O.W.'s: 

On Thursday, January 20, during the State of the Union Address, we 
will join a group of families of prisoners of war and clergy in a 

• vigil on the Capitol steps. The purpose of this effort is to 

; dramatize our belief that only by ending the war can we guarantee 
the return of the prisoners of war. Ihe vigil is sponsored by the 
-* Fellowship of Reconciliation and Clergy and Laymen Concerned, in 
cooperation with the Consiittee of Liason with Families of Service- 
men Detained in Vietnam. 


In the State of the Union Address, the last before the elections, 
President Nixon has the opportunity to tell the nation he has 
decided to stop the bombing, end the misleading Vietnamization 
program and set an early date for total withdrawal in exchange for 
release of all prisoners of war. Or he can reaffirm our present 



tragic policy while continuing massive air bombing of Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos, increasing Indochinese casualties, and causing 
more Americans to be added to the list of P.O.W.'s and M.I.A.'s. 

Each participant in the vigil will carry the name of one of the 
346 prisoners of war in Vietnam on a sign that will read, "Hundreds 
More Killed Today and (name of prisoner of war) Still a P.O.W, 

Stop the Bombing. Stop Vietnamization. Set the Date." Several 
Senators and Congressmen have expressed' interest in joining our 
vigil during or immediately following the President 1 * speech. 

We know that what we will do at the Capitol is a small gesture, 
but we do believe it can be a beginning of renewed efforts by all 
of us working together to end the killing and gain release of the 
prisoners of war. 

Peace and Grace, 


fe y 

s = 2 S.L 


. Sister LuW^obin, S.L. 
Sisters of Loretto 



B ishop Armstrong 

Bishop, Ha -..odist Church 
South Dakota 

./ • 



COMMITTEE OK UAISON WITH 
FAMILIES OF S EE V ICEMEN 
DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM 
(COL1FAM) 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be districted outside your agency. 
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I N P EH S.aTES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 2/23/72 




I AC, NEW YORK (100-168469) 

OMMITTEE OF LIAISON WITH FAMILIES OF 
SERVICEMEN DETAINED IN NORTH VIETNAM (COLIFAM) 

IS - NEW LEFT 

PEOPLES COALITION FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE (PCPJ) 

IS - NEW LEFT 

^R^IL^S^FRANCE peac£ ALL information contained ^ 

2/11-13/72 5 HEREIN IS UNCI ASSiaa 


M 


Re NY teletype to Director, captioned as above 2/17/72, 

Enclosed for receiving offices are two copies each 
of LHM captioned COLIFAM. 


-sas 

arrival of US contingent. 


Airport, 




observed 


US Customs Officer, JFK 


MU 


» kekeih is lWiASsmjro 

] xriE?T SHOiPO* 8 




MIE 


©Bur.™ (ttci.. »&> ** /OO -f&j iqq —9Q(e 

2-Phi ladelphia (Ends. 2)(RM) ' • 


fg ^Bureau (Ends. 2f(RM) / 

T- Philadelphia (Ends. 2)(RM) 
2-Newark (Ends. 2)(BM) 
2-Washington Field (Ends. 2)(RM) 
1-New York 


warn 

& ^ 
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Deleted Cop 
>>v Letter Dat 
>ar FOIPA Heq 
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Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


: 101.1 iO MOD city ^ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OK j JSTICE 



lm Reply, Phase Refer to 

Fife No. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
February 23, 1972 


NYfile 100-168469 


Committee of Liaison With Families 
of Servicemen Detained in North Vietnam 
(COLIFAM) 


On February 16, I972 Special Agents (SAS) of the 

< Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) observed at John F. 

Kennedy International Airport, New York, New York, the arrival 
of the American Contingent to the World Assembly for Peace, 
Versailles, France. 


On February 16, 1972^H| advised that those 
who attended the conference returned to the Unite d States 
with numerous pieces >of anti -Amerl nan 
advised that 



Hmencan uontingenx ana was carrying approximately fourty 
airmail letters believed to be from United^t£tfifi-£ervj 
held as prisoners nr bv North Vietnaml 


the 







After arrival the Contingent departed the airport 
by helicopter shuttle to downtown New York. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. % 

' NATION OONTAIWl 

UurxiLts uNGLAssmj® 


4kW5>570 
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ALL INTO* 
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^ Gained 
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I* Reply. Pieam Rtjer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
federal bureau of investigation 
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